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THE 


FIRSI SERMON: 


Or GoopLY Fraks 


HEBREVVES 4. VERSE IT, 
Let vs feare therefore, leaſt at any time, by forſaking the 
promiſe of entring into bug reſt, any of you foould ſeeme 
to be deprined. 


Heſe wordes doe depend vpon the 
former Chapter z where the writer of 
\ chis Epiſtle propoſcth vnto the H £t- 
WD 5& Evv Es theexampleoftheir fore- 
> fathers, ſhewing how they rebelled in 

| the wilderneſſe, and hardned their 
a © +4 

% # \ - 


hearts, and refuſed to yeeld obedience 
. vnto the word of the Lord, for which 
cauſe he ſwore that they ſhould nor enter into his reſt, viz. 
into the land of Canaan and therein vvas as goud as his 
word ; for they all periſhed in the wilderneiſe. The like hee 
declareth to haue fallen outin the time of Dau4d, to wit, that 
they refuſed to hearken vnto Gods voyce,and therefore were 
excluded from the heauenly reſt, albeit they inhabited the 
land of C A x A A N, which was a Type thereof, Herevpon 
the Apoltle enforceth an exhortation by way of application, 
whercinwe may obſcrue : 
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” x Firſt, thedutics whichthey ought to lovke vnto,which 
are thde two: 

C 1 Furſt, tothe intene they may not be like the re- 
bellious Iſraclites, they mult get an holy teare into 
their hearts. 

2 Secondly, they muſt lay holde of the promile, 
and not forlake or reie theſame, 


TL 2 Secondly, the realons ro moue them therevnto,which 


arcallo twot 
F 1 The firſt whereof is taken from the miſerable 
| Cucceile of them that were formerly dilobedient, ts 
wit, that their carkalles fell in che wildernelle, ( hap» 
ter 3, 17, Letwi feare [therefore,] that is, conlidering 
what linnes they committed, and what fearefull 
= iudgements they incurred,let vs looke better to our 

lclues. 
| 2 The ſecond is drawen from the danger that 
would enſue vnto them(ſelues,if they did not follow 
his exhortation z they might ſeeme to be deprived 
| of that reſt which God promiſed vnto his people. 
Let vi, cc.) Here we may note whom he doth admoniſh, 
m this word | »-] which importeth thus much: let vs He- 
brewes; let me that am the writer of this Epiltley let all that 
arcin CH&1$T IEs vs, cuen every one of vs, fears, fc, 
Now, in that hee ioynes himſelfe with thoſe,to whom hee 

giucs this caucat, the DoEtrine is, that ) 

Hee that doth faithfully inſtru ochers, will alſo inſtryt 


Faithfull Tez- himſcIfe with his owne pre 
chers willteach 


themlc'ues, 
Rom,1.21, 


Cepts. 

The negleR of this, is greatly condemned by the Apoſtle 
Pawle, who ſpeaketh vnto the Lewes inthis manner; 7 how that 
teacheit another , teacheſt thou not thy ſelfe ? and thow that 
preacheſt a man ſhould not fleale doſt thew ſteals? &c, In which 
place he ſhewerh that it is a fearcfull and inexcuſcable linne 
fora man totake vporthim to be an informer of others,and 
inthemeanetime to be vtterly vntaught himſelfe, in reſpeR 
of any working and ſauing inliruQtion, neither was this holy 
Apoltlc more. ready to cenſure the omillion of this duty in 


athers, 


_ "Oi ET 3 ne nn _ —_ 


— _ 


onthe 4. Chapter of theHz nn zvvyxs, 


others, than he was carefull co practiſe ir.himſcife; for 2{ or, 
7.1, hee laith; Let v: clenſe or ſelues from all filtbineſſe of the 
fleſh and ſpirit, and grow vp vnte full belineſſe, in the feare of 
Ged': where wee (ee that hee  maketh himſelfe one of the 
number. Soalſo, R ow.7, when hee dilates at of the 

that is inherent in mans nature, he (till load 
vpon himſelfe , and ſpeakes as if no body werein ſuch caſe 


as he was, What [ wonld ((aith he) that doe 7 not, but what ] Rom7.15, 


bateghat der I: and Ver, 18. 1 know that in me, that is, in my 
fh, there dwelleth ns good thing: and Ver.24, O wretched 
man that 1 ans, who ſhall deliner me from the body of this death? 
And as in the matter of humiliation,fo likewiſe in the matter 
of conſolation hee ſpeaketh in his owne perſon, ſeeking to 
apply the comfort to himſelfe, as well as to offer it vnto 0» 
thers; { thanks G4 through Teſwa Chriſt owr Lord, v.2 5.4.4, He 
it is chat mult deliuer m2, and all his ele from the bondage 
of linne,and that by leſus Chriſt, for which I render humble 
and heartie praiſes vnto his Diuine Maieſtic. And againe, 
Phil.1.21. he faith ; (hriſt u to me both in life andin death ad 
waxtage, SO thatin matters of exhortation and of inſtruction, 
of humiliation and of conſolation, hee includeth himſelfe 
within the number . of thoſe with whom hee hath to deale, 
And it (tands with reaſon that Miniſters and Gouernors, and 
all ſuch as are to admoniſh others, ſhould take this courſe, 


Firſt, becaule their need requirethit : for haue not they Reaſons, 
I 


(as well as others ) corruption in them, that needs to be re 

reiſed ? haue not they many failings that ought to be re= 
vm ? haue noe they much difhdence and diſtruſt in 
them,againſt whichthey muſt be (trengthned# ? Lfit fare thus 
with chem, as none can deny, meet it is that they ſhould rake 
their part with others, when they eyther reproue,or exhorr, 
or comfort, orthe like : andrindeed, the Lord allots them a 
portion, together with the reſt af-his ſeruants, cuen as good 
houſchulders doe allow their Baker, and Bruer , and Cooke, 
and other officers, that makes proviſion for the whole fa- 
mily , their ſtint of vittailes as farre foorth as any other, for 


whom they prepare the foode, 
4 = _ A 3 Secondly, 


—__ 
- 


The fu## Sermon 


2 


'Seeondly,this is-a great incouragement and ſingular mo- 


-tiueynto them that are inſtructed , or exhorted;&c. to cauſe 


them to make vie ofthat which is ſpoken,when they ſee men 
to take vp the like burdens :themlſelues, as they lay vpon 
their ſhoulders, and that they doe not deale bypocritically, 
as the Phariſcs did, who impoſed heauy burdens vpon o- 
thefts, when as they them(ſelues would not ſo much as touch 
them with one of their fingers. This, 1 ſay, makes mens 
words to be regarded and followcd, when they require no 
more of others then they labour to doe themſclues; when 
they miniſter no medicines vneo others , but they will bit 
takechemthemſelues: and onthe contrary part this cauſcth 
mento be eſteemed Phyſitians of no worth, v hen they will 
take ypon them to cure others of thoſe faults , which'they 
never ſeeke any redreiſe or reformation of in themlclues, 
He that will make boaſt that he hath a ſoucraigne remedie a* 
gainlſt the Stone, or the Goure, or any the like maladie, and 
etin themcane time be miſerably cormented with the ſame 
binlefe , ſhall cauſe both himſclfe, and hus skill, to belittle 
et by. 

Thirdly,itis dangerous and burdenousfur mens ſoules not 
to ioyne ethemſclues with thoſe whom they doe inſtru: for 
the things which they deliucr arc eyther crue or falſe: If failc, 
how dare they propoſe them vnto others for feare of infec- 
ting and poyſoning? Itthey be true, how can they but re- 
cue them, and make vic of them in their owne ſoules, vn- 
lefſe they will haue their owne (pecches to be brought in as 
witneſſes againſt themſclues, and their owne admonitions to 
be as ſo many conuiQtions of themelues to be altogether 
vntcachable and vntraRable ? 

Fourthly and laſtly, they doe not onely hurt their owne 
ſoules, but hereby they much difhonour God, and diſ.duan- 
tage his ſeruants, For let them perſwade men to be merci- 
full, robe liberall, co doc good vnto all, and hurt vnto none, 
&c, The anſwere of many witbe this : you Miniſters, or 
you Parſons of the Goſpell,can give good words, but where 
are your deedes ? Such and ſuch we haue heard ro deliver as 

{ound 


au 
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ſound cxhortations as you doe, and yet (God knowes) they 
come ſhort enough in their practize, You can tell vs that 
wee mult be mercifull, &c, bur ſurely there are none more 
ranenous then you Preachers ; for there are. many of you 
that will neucr be ſatisfied, but would heape together a whole 
world of liuings if you could get them. Thus is the name of 
God blaſphemed through ſuch mens looſencile; and there- 
fore doth the Lord forbid them to take his word into their 
mouthes, that caſt it behinde their backes, and hate to be Pal. 50. 
reformed thereby. Holy ſpeeches are vtrerly vnbeſeeming 
vnholy perſons, neither will the Lord hold chem guilelede, 
that doe in ſuch (ſort take his glorious Name in vaine, 
Therefore ler vs in our exhortations before wee ſpeake, U/e x, 
ſcriouſly be-chinke our (clues what wee are to ſpeake, and as 
farre as pollibly wee can, labour to digeſt it before hand, Let 
vs be ſo teachers of others,that we be alſo learners our (clues, 
If we have matters of ill newes and of terrour to deliver, let 
vs nt vtter them as if they did not concerne vs, nor throw 
the threatnings of God abroad as durtes, whereof wee our 
(clues are nothing at all afraid : but let vs ſtriue to be jn- 
wardly moued and affected therewith, cuen as the Propher 
Habakksk was with thoſe things vvhich were reucaled vnto 
him. hen / beard (faith he) my belly rrembled, my lips hooks 
at thy woice : rottenneſſe entred into my bones, and ] irembled in 
my /elfe, that 1 might ref} mthe "Y of trowble, We ſhould be Hab. z.16; 
ſo farre from denouncing the judgements of God in malice 
and diſtemper again(t the parties, that we ſhould endeauour 
throughly to our owne hearts with feare and griefe, 
before we vtter them vnto others. And the like may be ſaid 
for inſtrutions, or conſolations, which we are about tu Mi- 
niſter vnto any, we mult in the firſt place make our owne vie 


Secondly, this is for the condemnation of thoſe that are 
appointed to be teachers of others, and yet none more vn- 
taught than they : who are ſet as ſhepheards vuer Chriſt his 

and yet arethemſelucs as ſheepe without a ſhepheard, 
they arc not ſhephcards ynto themſclucs, as all good - 


Dot... 
Godly feare 
very 
Plal.2.1 1. 


Pal, 4. 4- 


Reaſons, 


Miniſters ought to be. Thence it commeth to paſſe, that 
albeit they giue'others/many good le{ſons'concerning mere 
cie, and humilitic, and patience; and the like, yet none are 
morecruell, none more proud; none more revengefull-then 


And (o in families, many gouernors are to be rebuked, 
who arevery hot and violent in dealing againſt the faults of 
their ſeruants, and children, without any conlideration of 
that like in themſelucs : whereas cuery reproofe which t 
give vntotheir inferiours, ſhould put them in minde of c 
offences which cither they haue committed, ro be humbled 
for them, or which they may commirte, co take greater 
heede of them,and topray more earneſtly again{t them, And 
as for rebukes, ſo for chaſtiſements, they ſhouldnever core 
re& cither childe, or {eruant, but they ſhould lay ſharper 
troakes vpon their owne hearts for their tranſgreſſions a+ 
gainſt the Lord, than they doe vpon their bodies for their 
offences againſt them, Thus if they could doe, they might 
am 7 faule which is commirted, and by cucry 
reproofeand corretion which they giuefor the ſame. 

Let vs therefore | — is the firſt duty verhich chey 
were to performe for the preventing of thoſe euils which be- 
ekg ef Genferine Lace con aodiey cook 

ing of t ues in a better tooke, 
ccdieecinons becolleed, that, 

heſbints oldecntizntly dacrncarhe LoxzxD ina 
good way, mult awe his heart with an holy feare, 

Therefore is itthat wee are commaunded to /er#e the Lord 


4# feare, and to reionce before hins mith tremblang, Whence 


weſee that all the ſeruices of God, euen our reioycings and 
thankſgruings, muſt be mingled with an holy teare, The 
like exhortation is giuen in another 7/alme, 7 remble, and 
ſane not; thereby implying that except men doe o, they can- 
not chuſebur ſinne. 

Now the reaſons why thoſe that will ſtand in vpright- 
nelle, muſt be afteRed with a religious feare, arethelc ; 

Firſt, becauſe that is an excellcnt means 99 pockerne 


-_— 
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them from falling ; for it ſheweth them the perill of linne, 
aid breedeth inthem a deteſtation thereof; it cauſeth them 
to diſcerne an houke in Satans baytes, when he (eemeth to 
proffer vnto them a good morſell : tt maketh them to (ce + 
that there is a net ſpread for them,when carnall delights are 
preſented vnto them : and therefore is it that Gods (eruants 
doe ſtand in awe of thole puniſhments that are appointed 
far the workers of iniquitie, even when they are tempeed rg, ;,, 
ynto any euill, though neuerſo ſecret ; and by that meanes 
are preſerued from dangerous falles,when ſuch as arc delti- 
rute of this feare of God, doe runne headlong into grieuous 
linnes, and (o plunge themſeclues ouer head and cares in vi 
aduoideable, and yet intollerable woes and miferics, 
Secondly, as the feare of the Lord is a ſoucraigne preſer- 2 
uatiueto keep: men from falling; (o is it an excellent helpe 
to reſtorethem when once they haue fallen, For that will 
cauſe them ſeriouſly to conſider what arrerages they haue 
runne into. and what « dangerous caſe they are in, and (o 
to beſtirre themſclues with all ſpeede and with all diligence 
to get out of the ſame; euen as one that perceiues he hath 
taken Ratſ-bane, or any deadly poyſon, will haſten to the 
Phylition,and vic all meanes that may be to free himlelfe 
from that danger wherein he ſtandeth. 

Thirdly, as this ſanQtified feare will reſtraine and recouer 3 
vs from cuill praiſes, fo will it drive vs forward vnto holy 
duties,and makevs breake through all inconueniences,and 

and oppolitions, that would otherwiſe hinder vs 


n_—_ 


troubles, 
' from the ſame, This holy feare will overcome all fleſhly 


feares, and cauſe vs to perlilt in good wayes, according to 

that of che Prophet leremy, who bringeth in the L 0 « Þ, 15.32.49. 
ſpeaking thus z / will pat my feare in their hearts, and they 
all not depart from me. No outward dangers can withdraw 
them from obedience; neither can any manner of diffcul- 
ties hinder them from proccedingin good courſes: Guds 
voice is moreforcible to make them goe on, than all the 
r of men can be to (tay them: and thereforethole 
that doe more dread mens words thanthe Lords , deale as 
B ablurdly, 
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1 King.22, 


Exod. 4.1 4.18. 


lerem. 1. 


Uſe 1, 


abſurdly, as ifrhey ſhould be more terrrified atthe barking 
of a Curre that ſtands in the way againſt them, than of the 
voyce ofa Lyon that purſucth them at the heeles to teare 
them in picces , if they haſten not forward: or as if they 
thould be more afrayd of a childe that threatnerh to (trike 
them, if they palle by him,than of a man of Warre that fol. 
loweth cloſe after them to ſmite them with a (word, if they 
goe not ſpecdily on their way, The holy men of God have 
beene otherwiſe affeRted; Hicarh was more Fearefull of of. 
fending the Lord,than of diſpleaſin eAhab, When Moſer 
faw that God was angry with him for his carnall reaſoning 
again(t the Lords ſending of him vnto Pharact, he left off 
diſputing, and choſe rather to aduenture vpon any peril, 
than vpon Gods diſpleaſure, When / was threatned 
by the Lord, that if hewould noe deliver his metſage, hee 
ſhould bedeſtroyed, the Prophet had done,and durit make 
no more obicions in his owne behalfe : ſo cffeAuall is this 
bleſſed and holy feare, whereſouer it is throughly rooted 

and ferled in the heart. 
Which maketh firſt for the reproofe of thoſe that live in 
preſumption, and thinke it the beſt way to haue the pro- 
miſes performed vnto them,to be bolde and confident that 
they (hall be performed, though in the meane time they 
walke onin the praQtiſe of notorious euils, and ſo haue no 
groundat all whereon eo build this their falſe and fond ima+« 
gination and perſwaſion. Wee haue a ſtrong faith in God 
(ſay they) and doe belecue that he will be mercifull vnto vs, 
and therefore nothing ſhall feare vs; no,notthe threatnings 
of the word that aredenounced againſt vs : as who ſhould 
lay, they are but words of courſe that ſhall never take effet: 
but what is chis lefle than to giue God the lye ? for he fayth 
that adulterers and vncleane perſons,and lyars,and raylers, 
ſhall nor enter into thekingdome of Heauen : but they lay, 
albeit we live in theſe (innes, yetwee ſhall goe toHeauen 
notwithſtanding ; what horrible ſon is this 7 and 
how miſerable mult they needs be all, whoſe hope depends 
on this, that it may be the Lord is miſtaken, and that his 
doings 
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doings will at length be found contradictory to his words ? 

A ſccondvlie of this point may be to teach vsto get this 2 
holy feare of God into our hearts, and for this end to me- 
dicate - the glorious Maicſlie of the wa , and w his 
wonderfull iudgements executed vpon preſumptuous often- 
ders,&c. wherebythis aff:tion may be begunne, and con- 
tinued, and increaſed in vs, Whereot clie-where more On the firſt 
largely. Commande- 

Let vsfeare therefore,why? becauſe others provoking the **** 
Lord were (o gricuoully plagued by him, let vs be made 
more wary through their example, Whence we may lcarne 
this doctrine, that the falles of others before vs,(hould make 
vstolooke better to our owne (ſtanding. 

Other mens linnes and plagues mult be ſo many admo» DF. z 
nitions and forewarnings vnto vs, to take heed of the like. Other mens 
This the Apoltle prefleth in the Epiſtle tothe Cormebians, exils mult 
where, hauing ſpoken of divers particular offences ofthe I{. **k* 15 warie. 
raclites, and of the ſeuerall puniſhmenes that were inflited 
vponthem for the ſame, he maketh this concluſion, Now al 
theſe things came wnto them for exſampler, and were writtents 1 Cor. 10.1. 
adrwemſfh vs, vpon whom the ends of the world are come: wheres 1*+ 
fore let him that thinketh be flandetbgake beede leaft be fall. 

Whence we ſee it euident, that whenthe Lord puniſhed 
the ſtubborne and rebellious I{raclites in the deſert , hee did 
ayme atthe good of all his Eletthatſhould liue in ſuccee- 
ding ages, and cauſcd that Story to be written thatall that 
ſhouldreade it mighe make their vie of it,and become more 
wary by their example that they be noe murmurers, idols- 
ters, fornicaters, rem of God ,&c, as they were, lea(t 
being found guilry ſame ſinnes,they pertake with them 
in the like puniſhments. In this very ſort allo dealerh che 
Wiſeman in the Prewerbs, for,having ſhewed how dangerous 
and pernicious the entiſcmentsand pratiſes of the whoriſh 
wommare, hee thereupon inferreth, Let not thy heart decline Pro.7.25.26, 
to her : wander thew not i ber patber, for ſhe hath cauſed many 27. 
to fall downe wounded : and leaſt any ſhould too farrepretume 
vpun his owne ſtrength, and ſo imagine that he ſhall eſcape 
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b:tter than others haue done ; hee addeth, The ſtrong men 


ave all fluneby her. Her howſe is the way nts the grane, which 
ps downe ro the chambers of death. q.d. Ttis cucn like an 


10uſe that is exceeding contagious, where few or none did 


euer clcape if once they aduentured to come within the 


Pro.34.30. 31+ 


Verl-3 2. 


Reaſons. 


doores; and therefore as in that caſe eucry man will be care- 
full ro auoyd the place, and will not ſomuch as paſle by the 
doores, or come vnder the windowes, much lctle thruſt him- 
ſelfe inthither, where all that hauc ventured to come in be- 
fore, haue periſhed : ſo the holy Ghoſt adwſcth vs with all 
diligence and due circumſpeRtion to ſhun the occalions of 
adulterie,and not to comencere the houle of the adulterelle, 
but to aucydit, as the very portall vnto death,euen to cter- 
nall death,borh of body and ſoule: and as $.1/:mon gaue this 
in precept vnto others, ſo hee obſerued it in practiſe him- 
ſelf; for ſeeingthe field of the (lothtfull,and the Vineyard of 
the man deſtitute of vnderſtanding , to be all growne over 
with thornes and nettles,&c, he markedit well, and receiucd 
inſtrution. The ſight hereof made him more wiſe: for he 
conlidered that tie did viually come vpon luch, as a 
Poſte, and neceſlitie like an armed man,rthat is ſpeedily and 
vnreliſhbly, and therefore hee tooke the greater care to 
ſhake off idleneiſe and Nluggiſhneſle A wy which ſo great 
miſery doth attend, and will certainly enſue, 
Now, let vs conlider why wee ought to take warning by 
other mens harmes. 

Firſt,there is the ſame corruption in vs, as thereis in them, 
the vnfaithful and diſobedient Iraclitesthat were conſumed 
in the Wilderneſle; the men of the old world that periſhed 
by the floud ; nay, the moſt vile Sodomites that were burnt 
to aſhes with Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven , had no 
worſe a nature than wee hauc: for all the ſonnes of eAdem 
haue drawne an equal] portion of original] corruption from 
the loynes of their firft Father, If then webe all ofvs na- 
turally alike inclinable vnto euill, why ſhouldnot wee feare 
by others falles , lcaſt wee be overtaken in the ſame ſort ? 
Lt that had carried himſclfe holily andchaſtely in Sedewr, 


- was 


— 
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was a man very valikely (as wee would hauethought) cofall 
into inceſt, and tocommit filthinelle with his owne Daugh- 
ters : yet-ſuch vvas the vilenelle of his nature, that by his 
Daughters meanes hee was drawen firſt vnto drunkennelle, 
andehen vnto that other fowle and notorious cuill before 
mentioned. And it ſuch a man as hee vvere ſo ſhametully 
foyled, whocan ſecure himſelfe from falling ? 

Secondly, Sathan is the ſame now, that heretofore hee 
hath beene: yea, and much more malicious, becauſe he hath 
ſince then had a number of foyles, & his time is (Ull ſhorter, 
in which regard hee is more imbittered and enraged, and 
therefore more violent in tempting vntoall manner of ini+ 

uitie: and haue not wethen cauſe to tremble, when we con- 
{oder the falles of thoſe that haue gone before vs ? 

Thirdly, the Lords threatnings denounced again (ine, 
are the ſame ſtill, and the ſtrinetle of his iultice in exccu- 
ting them is no whit diminiſhed : but as hee is conſtant in his 
goodneſle cowards ſuch as obey him, ſo is heein his righte- 
ouſnelle toward ſuch as diſobey him z and if there be any 
difference berwixt theſe our times, and the daycs of old, it 
ſtandeth herein, that thoſethat are offenders now, are likely 
to ſpeede worſe than thoſe of former times, becauſe they 
haue had their examples, vyhich ſhould haue made them 
more fearefull of prouoking the LORD, and yet haue not 
taken benefit thereby,but ruſhed ypon thole greiuuus lianes, 
for which others haue b2cne much condemned, and. ſcucre- 


ly puniſhed, 


Let this therefore be an inſtruQtion vnto vs, that we ſeri» U/e 1, 


ouſly conſider what breaches of the commaundements the 
Lord hath purſued with foreſt plagues heretofore, and fo 
become watchfull over our owne hearts and wayes,that we 
be not found guiltie of the (amet thus did Nebewnieb when 


he ſawthe Sabbath prophaned by the Iewes, 7h» (faith he) Nelem. 14, 
] reprowed the Rulers of Indah, and [aid t1'0 ther what eu; 07+) * 


191? ts this that ye doc, and breake the Sabbath day f Dil not 
uw fathors this, ani our Grd brought «il this plague vpor vi, 


aud vpn our Cuic? Tet yee increaſe the wrath vpon 1 rar! in 
B3 brealyas 


— 
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x Cor.11, 


+ Luk.17.26 27, 


breaking the Savbarb. Inthe ſame manner ſhould we reaſon : 
hath notrhe Lord (ſmitten ſundry parncular perfons in their 
eſtate for the prophuning of his holy relt, befides other 
roakesthat have highred vpontheir bodies and ſoules? Nay 
hath he not brought vpon our whole Nation ſundry iudge» 
ments even for this haynous finne n—_—_— other ? 
Why then ſhould wee perliſt in provoking him (H&], and (o 
| downe vpon our heads one plague after another ? So 
or the abuling of the Lords ſupper, the Apoſile faith, that 
many among the Corinibians were (mitten with weakeneile, 
and lickneile, and with death it ſelfe : what vic ſhould wee 
make thereof? Surely this: Did not they then eſcape Gods 
affliting hand, that came vnpreparedly, and vnworthily, 
without examining and iudgeing of them(elues, vnto the 
holy Sacrament: then how can we expe ro goe vnpuniſhed, 
if we pollute and deble that holy ordinance of God as they 
did? 

The like may be (aid of other ſinnes, as namely ofthoſe 
wherewith the old world is charged, viz, 7 bat they eat, and 
drank:, and maricd, and gaue inmariage, vnto the d:y that Noe 
en thew 
al. That is, they liued in a profound worldli being 
altogether carcletle of heavenly matters, and ſetting their 
mindes ypon nothing, but che things of this life : they did 
trafhque onely for their bodies, not at all for their ſoules, 
And wasthis ſo great a fault (will ſome ſay) for men to follow 
after their commodities and delights | Yes.that they ſhould 
wholy giue ouer themſclues vntu the purſuite of theſe was 
ſo offenſive vnto the Lord, that hee {wept them all away by 
an vniuerſall deluge: they had ſo debiled the whole world,that 
i could not be't hly clenfed, till they were all waſhed 
away that were the : And if wee follow them in 
thoſe carnall courſes, wee _—_— fearethat che Lord will 
cut vs off, as hee did them, though not inthe like manner : 
if we be men of theworld and for the world, making it our 


whole life and the very end of our being here, to eatc, and 
;drinke, and buy,and (ell, and plant, and build : ina word, if 


we 


wHV 


——_———_— 
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we be wholy addicted to our profie, and pleaſure and credit ; 
and in particular for the matter of mariage, if wee laoke 
wholy, or for the molt partto and portion, when 
wee areto make choiſe of yuake-fellowes for our (clues and 
our children, not regarding vvhether they be Papiſts, or 
Atheiſts, or any manner of way prophane, ſo that they can 
fatisfie our fleſhly affcRions for outward things, if (I ſay) 
we be thus diſpoſed, cither wee ſhalbe cut off by an vneimely 
death, as the old world, and the Sodomites were, or if our 
daycs be prolonged,it ſhalbe to the increale of que woeand 
milery, cither in the time of que life, or aſter our death, or 
both. And whercas, concerning that former matter of car» 
nall matches, ſome may imagine, that albeit they mary re- 
culant _ or others that arc as bad, they can ſo order 
matters, that they will recaiue vo hurt by them, bur bring 
them to Church, and ſa doe gqod vnto them, let them not 
preſume too much vpon their vaine conceits: Salomon was 
as wiſe as they : yet was not heable toconvert his Idolatrous - 
wiucs, but was himſelfe peruerted by them, and ſo haue ma- 
ny moe belide him, 

Wee can be thus prouident for our bodily ſafety, that 
when wee (ec one to be (wallowed vp in ſome griete, or ro 
periſh in a quick-ſand, or the like, wee will retire, and not ad- 
uenture vpon the perill : and ſurely the examples of Gods 
word, (though of things that haue beene ated many yeeres 
lince) ſhould be more forcible to caule vs to ſhunne (piri» 
tuall dang-rs, than fearcfull ſpeRacles that are preſent bee 
fore our eycs ſhould be ro make vs carcfull of eſchewing 
corporal} cuils. 

Therefore, in the ſecond place, here is a iult reproofe of U/e 2. 
thoſe that arc (o farre from being afraid at the conſiderari- 
on of the faults of their Anceſtors, that they are thereby 
much emboldned vnto wicked praQtiſes: of which number 
arcall Papiſts,and ſundry cls that are popiſhly minded : Oh 
(lay they) this is an ancient religion, an ancientcuſtome, &c, 
And what of that? Therefore let all Churches be defiled, . 


and all particular perſons corrupted therewith; and (o = | 
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the breaking of the Sabbath, it hath beene an vſuall thing 
time out of minde, (ſay they) and therefore why ſhould you 
finde fault with-it? This 1s a bad argument: and if it muighe 
and for a rule thatthe antiquity of a thing doth cuer prouc 
the lawfulneſle thereof, what grole euill could be condem- 
nedas vnlawfull ? 

The lſrachites hardning of their hearts in the wildernetſe: 
the crying ſinnes of the Sodomites : the haynous offences 
of the old world; and the woefull diſobedience of our firſt 
Parents in Paradiſe, haue antiquitie for the maintenance of 


. then, if that would ſerue the turne : but alas, that is ſo farre 


from making any fault alowable, that it cauſcth the com- 
mitrers thereof to be more in excuſeable, in as much as they 
hauenot beene admoniſhed by the falls of ſuch as haue gone 
before them. Therefore let vs never beare our (clues in 
handthat we may warrantably take this or that courſe of life, 
becaule others _ _ lo before » vnletſe wee can a 
dently proue out of the ſcriptures that they haue done we 
inſo doing. Otherwiſe let vs rather feare (an this text wee 
arecxhorted) than preſumetowalkeinthgr ſteps. To, 'v/ 
God the Father,to Teſus Chriſt his and to 
the holy Ghoſt, be all honour and glory 
aſcribed both now and for &« 
ucrmore, ewes. 


THE 


SECOND SERMON: 


Or GoDLY FEARE, 


HEBREVVES 4. VERSE T1, 
Laſt at any time, by forſaking the promiſe of en« 


ring into bis reſt, any of you ſhould ſeeme 10 be 
deprived, ? 


Eaf#1 at any time,) Thelc wordes doe 
ſhew the continuance of our watch- 
&# fulneſle, that it mult be conſtant, not 
d atſome times alone, but at all times, 
whence obſerue this point, that, 

Whoſoeuer vvould attaine to = Do#t. 4. 
verlaſting life, muſt Rand conltant- R——_ " 
ly and perpetually vpon his guard, yearch 7p 
euery Chriſtian mult keepe a contis © 
nuall watch ouer his owneſoule; as well one day as another, 
as well hereafter, as fer the preſent: there isno time of inter- 
miſſion, or of interruption granted. Therefore is it chat 
this ame Apoſtle exhorteth, ſaying. Take heede, brethren, fcb.z.12. 
leaſt | at any time] there be in any of you an ewill wh and vn- 


fauthfull, ts depart away from the lining God, And'the vviſe Pro.28.14-) 
man ſaith, Bleſſed « 4 that feareth alwayes : but hee that har« 


dens bis beart ſhall fall into evill, Implying thereby,that where 
this godly feare is at any ——_— there that partic is 
C 


prone 
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proneto fall into hardnelle of heart, and {o to proceed from 
one wickednelſe vnto another. The like caution is given 
by our Saviour to his Diſciples, Taks beede 10 your ſcluet 
Luk-21.34 (Gaith he) {aft [48 any trane ] your bears be oppreſſed wich ſur- 
fetting, and drankewneſſe, and the cares of thu life, 
R eaſenc, Neither is this vacellant watchfulneile more than needes : 


for, 
0 Firſt,the diuell goes about [ continualy] at a roaring Lyen, 
x.Pet. 5, ſeching whom he may denowre. Heeis as it were a [trong and 
cunning thiefc, that hath often marked eucty place in our 
houſe where hee may breake in, and if wee haue nut a conti» 
nuall eye vnto him, hee is ready to take vs at an aduantage, 
and to {poyle our foules of thoſe good things vvhich the 
Lord hath vouchlafed vnto vs : and when he is lealt ſuſpeRt- 
ed, then is hee moſt induſtrious about his milchicuous 
practiſes, Our warfare is different from that which carthly 
Princes doe exerciſe : for they are ſome times altogether 
without danger, but wee goe in continuall perill z wee know 
not how ſoone Sathan will be vpon vs; there is nv moment 
wherein wee can fecure our ſelucs from his affaulesz and if 
we be noteuermore in a rcadincile to award off his blowes, 
weare likely to recciue a deadly wound, 

2 Yea, vvee haue not onely our aduerfary the diucll to cn- 
counter with. but a more neere and dangerous enemy, and 
withall very ſubtill, eyen our owne fleſh, which is ready vp- 
on cuery occalion to betray vs into the hands of Sathan; 
& haue we not then good reaſon alwayes to walke in fearc? If 
we had in our houſes a theeviſh ſcruant, albeit he did not lay 
waite for our hues,nor were any way likely to endanger our 
whole ſtare, but onely to defraud vs of ſome part of our ſub- 
ſtance, vvould wee not hauc an eye to ſuch an one, and that 
continually? Buteſpecially if we had one within our doores, 
that (ought all opportunities to deliver vs into the hands of 
our mortall ene;ny, would wee not be euermore watchfull 
for the preuenting of ſuch a miſchicfe ? How much more 
vigilant then ſhould wee be in macters (pirituall, ſeeing that 
our naturall corruption is exceeding treacherous, and ready 


vpon 
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vpon cuery occalion, not:to procure vs ſome flight incon- 
uenience, or ſmall loſſe, but to bring vs vnder the power 
and dominion of the Prince of darkenetle, vyho is a vowed 
aduerſary vnto all Gods eleR, 

Thirdly in regard of the Lord wee had need to keepe a 
perperuall watch ouer our hearts : for vvho knoweth how 
leucrely hemay proceedeagainſt vs, if vvefor neuer (olittle 
a while doe wilfully ſhake off the yoake of obedience? May 
not hee iullly giue vs ouer to a deluded minde, and a pro- 
on ſpirit, if we beginne to alow our foules in any knowen 
euilll ? 

lf vyee careleſſely reiet his holy lawes, may not his ſpirit 
jultly forfake our ſoule? If wee conclude thus in our owne 
thoughts, now will I take liberry for vvantonnetle and vn- 
cleanencile; for oppreſſion and hard dealing, and ſuch like 
linnes, and hereafter | vvill become more chaſt and more 
mercifull, &c, May not God euen at this timedeliuerys vp 
as priſoners vnto Sathan (as hee hath dealt vvith ſundry 0+ 
thers) and cauſe him ſo to manacle our hearts and afteRi- 
ons, that it ſhall coſt vs many a bitter teare, cre wee recouer 
our former libertie and freedome of ſpirit? Nay further, 
howif God ſhould take vs with the manner, and at that time 
ſtrip vs of life it ſelfe? Surely albeit, wee being the ſeruants 
ofihe Lord and dying in repentance cannot periſh vtterly, 
yet ſhall we depart hence very vncomfortably, and not leaue 
{o good a report behinde vs, as otherwiſe vve might have 
done. 

The dodrine thus confirmed, ſerueth, 


Firſt, for the ſharpe reproufe of ſuch aspropoſe vnto Uſe r, 


themſclues ſer times, vvherein they will giue their fleſh the 
ſwing, and let looſe the raines vnto too muchlicencioulneſle. 
And as at other times, ſo eſpecially vpon the Lords day, 
when God wonld haue them wholy to attend vpon him,then 
they take liberty for their vile and (infull luſts : giving them- 
{clues over either toiidlenetſe at home or (which is worſe ) 
vnto profanenctle abroad. For the wecke dayes, many cun- 
raine themſclues ordinarily vvithin ſome good n—_ 
Cy eng 
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| being imployed inthe workes of their vocation, but on the 


Sabbath, which the Lord hath ſect apart as holy vneo him- 
ſelfe, they runne violently vnto all manner of (innefull re. 
creations, and baſe exerciſes and (ports; and(o of Gods day 
they make that the Diucls day : in ſv much that hee then 
knowes whereabout hee ſhall finde them, euen bulily im- 

oyedin his worke; for they at ſundry ſeaſons openly pro« 

le,(and that a twelue moneths before)Ryot,and Drunken- 
nelle, and Carding , and Dicing, and dalliance, and ſuch like 
horrible abuſes, and make it knowne that then they minde 
to keepe open houſe for linne and Sathan,when they ſhould 
ſet open the gates of their harts that the King of glory might 
enter in, and dwell there by his holy Word and bleiled Sp1- 
rit, Theſe are farre from that conltant watchfulneſle and 
holy feare of falling, which this Text requireth, and cucn as 
farre from hauing any part and portion in that reſt, which 
hcere is promiſed vnto all that faithfully labour to attaine 
thereunto. 

Secondly, let this be for ourin(truRion, that we be ne. 
uer remilſe,and negligent,what workes {ocuer we be about, 
and what company ſocuer we conuerſe withall, When wee 
eatc and drinke, letvs docir with feare («8 /»de requireth ) 
leaſt our owne Table become a ſnare vnto vs,and we betoo 
much carried away with a carnall delight in the creatures, 
When we are exerciſed in the workes of our callings, let vs 
heedfully looke vnto our affections, lealt we be too farre 
led alide after the world,and leaſt we ferue our owneturnes, 
rather then (ecke Gods glory in that which wee doe, Yea, 
when we are bulied in the exerciſcsof Religion, let ys take 
heed that our hearts be vpright with God therein, and that 
we be not groſ]y tainted and corrupted with hypocriſie,and 

de, and vaineglory; which are ready to. intermixe them- 

ues with our belt ations, 

And (o for our company, albeitit be fo good and fo ho- 
ly, that wee ſee no likelyhood of infeftion fo long as wee 
conuerle with ſuch, yet let vs not be ſecure; no, not when 


weallociatc our (clues with the beſtthat are, for if we be,ci» - 


ther 


- — —— 
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ther they may hurt vs, or wethem, by (ſpeech, or example, 
one way or other: and if it ſtand vs vponto be icalous of 
ourſelues when we haucto due with thoſe that are molt re 
ligious,much more ought we to walke in feare when we are 
compelled vpon any occalion to deale with prophane per- 
ſons, who are cuer and anon caſting forth Iewd,and wanton, 
and wicked ſpeeches, and ſeeking to corrupt men with vile 
and diwelliſh opinions. 

Thirdly, here is matter of conſolation for them that are 3 
thus conſtantly watchfull, and doe at no time forſake the 
promiſe of entring into Gods relt, by turning out of choſe 
pathes, which he hath preſcribed them to walke in: they are 
in alafe and happy cllate, whatlocuer changes & alterations 
tall out inthe world: though Satan rage,and his inftruments 
grow boy(terous,and hypocrites fall away on cuery (ide,yer 
ſhall chey ſtand faſt and firme, and not ſo much as ſceme 
to be depriued of that reſt which the Lord hath prouided 
for them; neither is this a thing impollible, as ſome do ima- 
gine, bur that which many of the Saints haue attained vnto, 
who haue con(tantly walked before the Lord in their vp- 
righenetTe, and neuer all their life time after their conuer- 
ſion broken forth into any hainons and preſumpruous ecuill, 
as may be ſcene in Avrabar, Moſes, 7ob, Pal, and Noah 
by name, who is ſayd to haue walked with God, euen in that 
ſinnefull generation wherein he lived, And if wee ſtrive 
to attaine vnto this, alſuredly wee ſhall haue the Lords alli- 
ſtance, and be inabled at all times and in all things to keepe 
a gvod conſcience both before God and men. 

By { Forſaking the promiſe of entring into bis reſt, &c.] qo 5 
Hence we may notethis Doctrine, that, Without Faith 

The hearing of the promiſes is not ſufficient for the ob- the promiſes 
taining of (aluation,vnleile by faith ws lay hold on the ſame, are of no force, 

Thoſe Iſraclitesof whom mention is made in this Text 
had the gladtidings of the Goſpell preached vnto them, but 
the word that they heard profited them not, becauſe it was 
notmixed with faith in thoſe that heard, Chap. 4 2.. Thoſe 


impiousand blaſphemous Iewes, which railed vpon Pax! = 
C. 3 1s 
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AR.1z-38. 


John 15.23, 


Uſe 1, 


his DoQtrine, and contraried the things which were ſpoken 


by him , had the forgiueneile of (innes through Chrilt 
preached and vnto them, and yet had no benehite 
thereby. Judas himlelfe was preſent among the hearers of 
our Sauiour, when he made that heauenly Sermon (Marth. 
5.6, and 7. wherein are contained many bletled promiſes ; 
yet was he neuer the berter for that, but rather much worſe, 
becauſe hee gaue not intertainement thereunto : his linne 
was thereby increaſed ; and (ois theirs, whoſoever they be, 
that make no better vie of the promiſes than hedid, Jf 1 
had not come and ſpoken wnto them (faith Chriſt ) thry had bad 
no ſane; to wit, in compariſon , they had beene nothing ſo 
faultic as they werezwhen he had preached the Golſpell vnto 
them, and they had reieRted the ſame, that did exceedingly 
aggrauate their linne, 

Here then are thoſe to be reproued that areready when» 
ſoeuer any occalion is offered to diſcourſe at large of the 
bleiſedneiſe of theſe times wherein wee liue , aboue thoſe 
wherein our forefathers lived. For then (lay they) there was 
nothing but palpable ignorance : the Scriptures were hid- 
den from the common fort ; being in a tongue that they 
could not vnderſtand, neither might they withour perill of 
their lives ſearch into the ſame. But now the caſe is farre 
different : wee hauelibertic to heare theinſtrutions of the 
Wordin publike, andto readethe ſame in private, and thus 
farre they ſay well : but what vie doe they make of the Gol- 
pell that 1s offered vnto them? doe not they, for all their 
good words,eyther abſentthemſelues from the preaching of 
ir,or if chey repaire vnto it , is it not for faſhion rather than 
for conſcience ? Doe they not come to carpe eyther at the 
matter, or at the manner of delivery, rather than tobe edi- 
hed thereby? If their conſciences teſtifie againſt them that 
they are guilty in theſe things, they haue ſmall cauſeto glory 
of the happinetle of our times. For albeit the light of the 
Goſpell doe tend to the faluation of many, yet it ſhall be 
for theincreaſe of condemnation vnto them who doe not 
receiuc the promiles thereof, nor obey the precepes that are 


dcliucred 


ll 
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Ll 


delivered vntothem : both which doealwaycs goe together; 
for whoſocuer refuſcth to walke in the wayes of Gods com- 
mandements , hee docth withall reie& the promiſes; and 
therfore though the Land be happy in regard of the Word, 
yer hee is milcrable, becauſe he reaperh no bench thereby, 

Now that we may more carefully eſchew this (inne, let vs 
cunlider how the promiſe of entring into that holy relt is 
forſaken, and that is done ſundry wayes. 

Fir(t, by roo much preſumption, when men ſtand vpon 
the goodnes of their nature,vpon their owne innocencie and 


I 
How thepro- 


mile 15 tor(a- 


worthinelle, ahd forhinkethe promiſe ncedles,as the Apolte tn. 
witnellech that the lewes did, who going abour to eſtabliſh Rom. ro.z. 


their owne righteouſnes, did not ſubmiechemſelues vnto the 
righteouſnes of faith: and likewiſe ſodoe all that archbſolute 
Papilts, and thinke to merit by their owne workes, Of this 
fort alſo are all ignorane perſons,vho profetle that they doe 
not expe any great comfort by hearing of Sermons ; they 
hope they haue lived long enough to know how to be 
ſaued : and as for (eruing of God , they haue had a good 
deuotion'euer lince they were borne, and they trult rhey 
haue as good hearts to God-ward, and as good a beleefe in 
him as the beſt of them all, that can talke ſo much of the 
Scriptures, Alas poorehilly Pa their cale is Jamentable, 
wharſocuer they imagine : for all the whilethey intertaine 
ſo good a conceit of themſelues, they cannot poſlibly flic 


vnto God for mercy in Chrilt Ieſus, butare ſtrangers from g,4.c. .. 


the couenants of promiſe; and howſocuer they brag of their 
hope of eternall life, yer (as the Apoltle (ayth) they are 
without hope, and without God inthe world: and therefore 
if euer they looke to be cured by the great Phylition of our 
ſoules, Chriſt leſus , let them labour to (ee their ſpiricuall 
maladies; for he came not to heale thoſe that thinke them» 
ſclues whole, but ſuch afone as feelerthemſclues to be licke, 
and duc eſtceme ir a lingular benefitto have athrough cure 
wrought vpontheir ſoules 
Secondly , the promiſe is forſaken through infidelity, 


when men thinke it to be booteleſle for them to —_— 
en 


£2 


The ſecond Sermon 


hend the ſame, and that there is not therein vertue ſufficient 
to bring them vnto heauen : whence it comes to palle that if 
they be ſet vpon by feares and terrors, they linke vnder the 
fame,.as 1«das did, notwithſtanding all the ſweet promiſes 
which hee hard from his Mailter. And as for rheir ſoules, 
ſo for their eltate,if they be poore and behinde hand,or any 
ather way diſtre(ſed, they imagine it to be afolly for them 
to cat their care vpon God, and to reſt un his promiſe, 
who hath ſaid that hee vvill not faile, nor forſake thole that 
depend vpon him :they will neuer put him'to it, nor try 
what he will doe for them (as wicked eAbaz profeiled when 
hee was in danger ofthe enemy, 1/a.7. 12.) but they will ra. 
ther ſhift for them(elues,and vie falſhood and lying, & what- 
ſocuer ill meancs they can deuile for the releiuing of them- 
{clues, this alſo is to reieR the promile, 
Thirdly, they alſo are guilty of the fame crime, that doe 
preferre earthly things before heauenly. Hee that doth not 
forſake father and mother, wife and children, lands and good, 
and all that hehath or might hauc, for Chriſt hu ſake, and the 
Gofpelr,uc not worthy of him, Andt were they reiet- 
ed as ynmecte guelts for the heauenly banquee, who made 
more account of their farmes, their oxen, and ſuch like out- 
vvard things, than they did of thoſe (pirituall comforts 
which the Lord offered vato them : And in like fort ſhall 
they be iudged and condemned as contemners of the pro= 
miles of life, who doe more greedily ſeeke after gold, and 
ſiluer, and periſhable ſubſtance, than they doe after the trea- 
ſures of a better life, which are permanent and euerlaſting, 
Indeede Gods people are oftentimes ouercaricd with an ims 
moderate afteftion towards the things of this world, and 
luſt breaketh in vpon them, but they giue no harbour nor 
lodging therevnto-in their hearts, neither doe they loue 
theſe lying vanities, more than grace and godlineile, but 
would willingly giue the Maiſter a place aboue the ſeruanty, 
though they, as rude and vnmannerly gueſts, doe ſtrive for 
the chiefe roome in their ſoules: they would gladly preferre 
the glory of God and the meancs of their (aluation _ 


on the 4. Chapteraf che Hebrewes. 


all che kingdomes of the carth, & delire theſe outward things 
onely as helpes and furtherances thereuneo, And thus wee 
ſce how the prognles may bereieted, 


Now aſccond vie of this point thalbe forqurinſtruction, t/ 2, 


that (ecing the hearing of the promiles is not (ufficiene for 
the procuring of our ctcrnall happinelle, but theapprehen- 
ding and applying of the ſame is alſo required of vs, there- 
fore wee ſhould with all carnel(Ineile take hold thereof, and 
by faith make them our owne : preferring them before all 
that this world can aftord vs, and being content to relin- 
quiſh whatſocuer wee polletle tor the purchaling of this pre- 


cious peaile, And when once we haue obtained it,let vs hide Math. r;. 


the ſame within our hearts, and keepe it as our very life, ne 
ucr making ſhipwracke of a good conſcience, lcalt thereby 
our faith and comfort in che promiſes be much weakened 
and diminiſhed, bue holding on a conltant courle in the 
waycs of pictic, that ſoour inwardioy and allurance of Gods 
fauour may be (till continued and dayly increaſed. And for 
the ſame end,let vs be often meditating, and conferring of 
the promiſes, and be willing to hearken vnto others that ci- 
ther in publike or in private doe their belt endeuour to adde 
further mag vnto our faith. Thus.if vvee can doc, wee 
ſhalbe ſure of » portion in the heauenly promiſes, vvhen 0- 
thers ſhalbe puniſhed for refuling of che ſame, 

Of entring anto big veft. } That is into cternall bleſſegneſle 
in the heauens, and the allurance of enioying the lame here 
vpon the carth : according to that inthe 3. Verſe, Wee hat 
beleewe are entring wito veſt, Whence wee may learne this 
doQrine, that, 


The (tate of Chriſtianity is a ſtate of reſt. Det. 6. 
The land of Canaan, whereinto the children of Lracl en- Chriſtianuy is 


tredafter their long and tedious travell inthe wildernile, 
a tipetherevf,andthereforeis it called Gods reſt; but he doth 
not (o greatly ſtand vpon that, becauſc reprobates were ad- 
mittedinto it as well as his choſen e:bur he putteth vs in 
minde of a better rel}, cuen the ſtate of grace and of , 
which his cle&,and they alone, ſhall haue the fruition of, 
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our Sauiour confirmerh « this point vnto vs, where he layth, 


Manh.11.:8, Come onto we all yer that are wew ie ani laden, and [ willeaſe 


lIerem.6.16. 


R eaſens, 
I 


J0u, Take my yoaks on you, fe, andyon ſhall finde reft vnto 


your ſoules, Heere wee ſee what an happy caſe they are in 


that betake themſelves vnto Chrilt tor reliefe and comfort, 
ſubmitting themſelues vnto his holy gouernment , though 
they hauc manifold troubles and aduerliries without , yet 
they haue quietnelle within,{o long and (o farre as they can 
diſburden their ſoules of all their forrowes and cares by 
calting theni vpon Chriſt Icſus, as hee would haue chem : 
all that while they are even hke men that inhabite in a 
ſtrong and invincible Caſtle, who in the middes of bluſte- 
ripg (tormes and windes that are round about them , and 
of violent aduerſarics that doet lay continuall ſeige againft 
them, are merry andcheerefull,and fall totheir foode, and 
betake them to their relt, without any fteare and diſtraction 
at all,as knowing that they are ſafe and ſure howſocuer they 
be allaylcd and —_— againſt:ſuch is the caſe of all godly 
men, what outward trials ſocuer they haue, their conſcien+ 
ces are at quict within, as being confidently atlured that no» 
thing can befall them for their hurt : for indeed cuery 
ſnRihed Ehriſtian is as ſafe from all miſchicfe, as the very 
Angels of God in Heaven, Another proofe of this point 
wee haue in the Propheſic of /eremie, where the Lord ſpea- 
kerh thus, Srand in the wayer, and behold, and arke for the 
elde way, which is the geod way, and walks therein : and what 
then ? ye ſhall finde reſt for your /onles, 

And that wee may yet more fully fee into the truth of 
this doQrine, that grace, and peace, true godlineile, and 
ſound tranquilitie and quietnefle doe euer accompany one 
another; let vs weigh theſe reaſons following, 

Firſt , whoſocuer is truely gracious , is delivered from 
the troubleſome carriage of an ill conſcience whereupon 
muſt needes enſue marucilous great eaſe : for ſinnes vn- 
repented and vnpardoned , doe lye wonderfull heauie, 
and are vnto the ſoule cucn as an ouerweighty burdcn is 


vnto 
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vnto a Ship,which is ready cuer and anon to linke it,andeo 
caulc it ro be overwhelmed and (wallowed vp of the Waters: 
this burden CH&a1sT IEsv 5s, doeth remoue as ſoone 
as cuer hee beginneth to dwell in the heart by his holy 
Spirit, freeing vs from theterrour of a guiltie conſcience, 
and from the accuſations , and clamour, and continuall 
complaines of the ſame. - 

Secondly , as he gue of linne is quite taken away, 
ſo is the power thereof greatly weakened by him ; where- 
upon much peace and quictnelle mult necellarily follow, 
For that partie is in great (lauerie and bondage that liues 
vnder the dominion of ſinne, being alwayes totled and tur- 
moyled with one varuly luſt or other, which makes him 
euermore vnquiet and reſteſle, as the raging waues of the 
Sea ; or if at any time hee haue alittlecaſe, his torment is 
afterwards redoubled : now from this raigning power of 
iniquitie, all godly men are exempred, according to that of 
the Apolltle Paul, who, ſpeaking of regenerate men, ſaith, 
that the olde man « crucified i them , that the body of ſinne Rom.6.6, 
mught be deſtroyed, that bencefoorth they ſhoulg not ſerne ſmne; 
to which purpoſe he allo addeth, Smue ſhalwer bane dom:= 
mow ouer you, Verſe 14. 

Thirdly, whoſocuer is induced with ſauing grace, is freed 3 
from many doubts and feares concerning his cltate, and con- 
cerning ſuch perils as may befall his body : for as touching 
the charge and care of prouilion, and proteRion, the Lord 
himſelfe vndertakes it for him, ſo that hee may and mult 
quietly and cheercfully labour in his calling, and neuer 
Sada himſelfe with the ſuccelle, but leauc that vnto God, 
who hath promiſed cocare for tholethat caſt their care vp- 
on him, and to bea defence vnto thole,that commit theme 
ſclues vnto him. Ie muſt needs be very burdenſome vn- 
to the mightieſt man that is (although hee haue many 
thouſands comming in by the yeere) to take vpon him 
the maintenance of himſelfe, and of thoſe that doe de- 

vpon him: for hee cannot but be many times mi | 
of his eſtate, in regard of many caſualtics | 
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which he is ſubic vnto, and fobe perplexed and diſtracted 
with feare, chat he ſhall not be able to maintaine his port,and 
to vphold his dignitie in ſuch ſorras hede{irerh: and what a 
quicting then mult it of neceſſitie be vnto the heart of a than, 
to hauc this burden taken off his ſhoulders, vnder which o- 
thers doe walke ſo heauily,and to be freed from a number of 
carking and vexing thoughts, by relying on Gods graciuus 
rouidence forall the meanes of this temporall life ? 

Fourthly and laſtly, grace frecth ſuch as haue it from the 
feare of death and of hell, which cauſeth choſe that are vn- 
der the guilt and power of firmero be mmarucilous great 
bondage all their life long, as the writer of this Epiſtle wit- 
nelleth , Chap. 2. verſ.15, Foralbeit vnregenerate men put 
away from them the thoughes of death as much as polibly 
they can, yet when any gricuous fickeneſle isvpon them or 
any the like metienger of death approcherh vnto them, and 
doth as it were, knocke at their dores, they are commonly 
very much dilquieted,and in very fore diſtrefle and anguiſhz 
but as cucry one is more religious, fo his deſolution and de- 
parture hence is [et[eterrible vynto him, nay, vſually,no newes 
can be more welcome vnto ſuch thanthat they muſt ſhorely 
leaucthis linnefull and wreeched world; for then they know 
they ſhall makean happy change, and inſtead of the Farth 
enioy Heauen 2: Bleſſed are the dead that dye in the Lord, for 
they reſt from thee Tibours : their bodies reſt in the frame as in 
their beds and their ſonter goe to the full fruition of that reſt, 
which war but begwnne heere vpon the earth. 

Which ſerueth in the firſt place forthe confutation of 
their errour which iudge a Chriſtian life to be of all other 
the molt redious and troubleſome , Fulleſt of feare and of 
vexations z which imagine that the profe(Tours of the Gol- 
_ are perpetually as it were vpon a racke, in ſo much that 

their owne parts they would more willingly fit all day in 
the ſtockes than be ar religious exerciſes; and chule rather 
ro liue in Bridewel/, than im thofe places where they ſhall be 
tyed to the outward performance of Chriſtian duties. But 
what layth the Lord concerningthis matter ? doth not hee 


auouch 
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avouch that ghe (tatoof a Chrilkian is a ſtare of reſtgngd of 

peace # andwhich ſhell wegiuecredue vato, ther the wile 

God or fooliſh men ? - nd | 

But(ſome will ſay) how can it be that their eſtate ſhould be Obie, 

ſo full of quietneile', ſeeing that they aze continually fubicR 

to afthions, and perſecutions, & temptations 4s the Scrip- 

tures themſelues,belides daily experience do cuidently (hew. 

Thoſe doe not at all breake off their quictnelle {long eAnſwere 
as they keepe their peace with God for they are but as ic : 
were ſtormes and boyſ(tcrous windes that beatt at the 
windowes and vpon the outlideof the boule, fo that their 
inward man, to ww, their minds and confciences,afe nothing 
diſquieted thereby; or if they be, it proceedeth nor from the 
hauing of grace, but from the want thereof, and as they 
grow more religious, {o their hears &e [til] more calme and 

wer. 

? Secondly, heere is matter av of incouragement, to cauſe V/e 2.. 
'merito enter into the counle of chriltianitic, (becauſe how- 
ſocuer it be a warfare, yetit is not a dangerous, but a lafe war- 
fare) ſoallo of lingular conſolation vntorholc that haue al- 
ready made entrance intothe ſame. For,whereas all men-de- 
lice to live at hearts caſe, they doc indeed take the ready way 
thereunto,for it hath bene before ſuthciendly confirmed, that 
religion bringeth men vneo reſt and quicrneile, and there- 
fore ler them expeRt it, and pray for it,andthey ſhall be ſure 
not eo mitle of it. 

Now, becauſe our reſt and peace is eyther more of leile, 
according to the meaſure of ourholinefſer and our ſanRiti- 
cationiin this life is but in part, andtherefore vur reſt alſo 
imperfc: rhis ſhould make vs long for the day of our glo- 
rification,when wee ſhall be inducd with perte& holinetle, 
and (o attaine to reſt : in this world wee cnioy a 
great deale more than any naturall man can concciue, but 
in the life to come wee ſhall enioy infinitely more than wee 
our clues can now conceive: which ſhould cauſe vs with pa- 
tience to paſſe through the eroubleſome and tempeltuous 
Seaof this world, in hope that weſhall ſhortly arrive at the 

D 3 Haucn 


Havenof reſt where wee long tobe, for i © 4 inſt rhing with 


, God rogine reft umtothems that are troubled, When the Lord le 


ſus foall ſhew himſelfe from Heanen with bis mighty «Angels, 
to be glorified in bis Saintrahd to be made maruailons mall thru 
that | wkcrorentrbyrien = 

[ eAny of yow,} Whence obſcrue this Dotrine, that, 

The care of ſaluation belongeth to eucry one indiffe- 

Hee-thatwould not be damned and eternally deſtroyed, 
mult be heedfull and watchfull over his wayes,of what ſlate 
condition, or age ſocuer he be, there is no diſpenſation for 
any; Magiſtrate and SubieR,Miniſter and People, Maſter and 
Seruant, Men and Women, yong andold, are all bound to 
becarefull for the happy eſtate of their ſoules : God in this 
regard, is noreſpeRter of perſons, but requireth this care of 
cuery one as well as of any one, 

Hence it is that the Scripture giuzs ſuch generall exhor- 
tations vnto pietic, as Palme 49.1, Heare thiv all yee N 
gine care all ye that dwell in the world , aſwell low as bigh, both 
rich and pore. And againe in the Golpell according to 
Aterks, our Saviour faith, 7 boſe thinys that 1fay vato you, 1 
ſay onto allmen: Watch, 

And further , cheLox ÞD in ing and executing 
his judgements maketh no diſtinftion of perſons , but 
threatneth. and inflieth his prone vponall ſorts, accor- 
ding to their works : and as they haue greater offen- 
ders, ſodoe they mecte with ſorer puniſhments: the Lord 
ſparcth none, as we may note in the Reuclation, where is 
ſhewed , that whenGod cameto manifeſt the fierceneſſe of 
his wrath again(t rebellious ſinners, The Kings of the Earth, 
and the great men, and the richmen, and the chief Captaines, 
and the mightie men, and exery bondman, andenery free-man 
hid themſelues in dens and among the Rocks of the Mountaier, 
e And ſayd to the Mountaines and Roth; Fall on v1, and bide 
v: fromthe preſence of him that ſnteth wpon the Throne , and 
from the wrath of the Lambe, In which place we ce thatnei= * 
ther the great command of Potentates, nor the forticude of 


Warriours, 
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Warriours, nor the riches of the wealthie, nor the baſe con- 
dition of the mcaner ſort, can ſtandthemin any ſtead.when - 
the Lord entreth into iudgement with them; but all that haue 
in chem raging linnes ſhall b&rormenced with helliſh feares. 

Againe Gods mercics and'graces and the eaftimonies of 3 
his fauour are offered vnto all forts, fo that none needs to 
complaine that his (eruing of the Lord vvill be bootleile : 
though the gates of great men be opened vnto ſome; and 
(hue again(t others, it is notlo with heauen-gate: that (lands 
wide open vnto all, thaethirough che faichfull and conſcion- 
able vic ofthe meanes, doe {triue toenter in, For i» Chriſt Gal. 3.28, 
leſ165 there 1s netther [ew nor Grecian, Barbarian, nor Scuthian, 
bend nor free, male nor female, but 1n him, all are one : that 
is, all are equally reſpe&ted without any perſonall difference; 
for God regardeth not one country more than another ; 
one nation more than another: the Mailter hath no prehe- 
minence aboue the (cruant, vnle(le he be morereligious ; nei- 
ther ſhall the (eruanc haue a leile reward than the Mailter, 
except hee be letſe gracious: wamen are accepted with the 
Lordas well as men, tieicher hath hee any regardof the one 
ſexe more than of the other. Secing then that he impoſethon 
all men, without exception an holy care of their ſaluation,and 
puniſheth all thoſe that negleRit, and rewardeth all (uchas 
obſcrue it, the vie hereof i MI 

1 | For the conkutation of their errour who imagine that 7/2 x _ 
this is not a thing pertayning vneeallburproperly belongs 
ing vnto Miniſters, and vnto thule that arc learned; and 
hauc time and IRaſure tor ſuch butznetles:: but as for others, 
vvhat ſhould they meddle vwith marters of Religion : at 
leaſt in any ſerious manner? Indeedrhte would haue ſome 
kinde of mea to be able to lax Fornewhat: + points of cor 
trouerlic, that {o they might; if dccation be offered, ſhew 
their goud education, their vvit, their clocution, and ſuch 
like good parts of nature : but for tradeſmen, huſbandmen, 
poore (cruants, and eſpecially. for women, to be exerciſed 
in the ſcriptures and matters of Godliveile, they-thinke it 
an abſurde and varcaſonable thing, But what? Haue - 
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they ſoules as vucll anothers?. And haue not they linne,in 
their ſoules that needes purging as well as others ? Andean 
linne be purged away by any other meancs than by thole 
vrhich God hath andayned? Andit it be not wathed avay 
can there.ay ncleane.ching/ enter into the kingdome of 
heauen ? If not, what eomeratulnetle is it inthem co deny 
vnto any the carefull and conſcionable vie of Gods ordi- 

they ſhould be made vncapeable of that ce- 


nances,whereby 
leſtiall happinetle ? Away therefore with this hatctull ard 


dangerous crrour, that ſome are cxempted from that rcl4- 
gious vvatchtulnelle and care of the-duties of piety and of 
righteouſnelle, vvhich is enioyned vnto others : neither [ct 
vs ſuffer our mindes and our hearts robe corrupred there= 
with, but vvhether woe be men or women, young or old, 
c or rich, baſe or honourable, ket v8:takevpan vs chis 

den vvhich che Lord vvanid haucalt ro beare, eucn to 


Nand in continuall fearc of provoking his Maiclty, cicher 


by ruſhing vpon thole evils which he hath forbidden, or by 


omitting thoſe dutiewwhich he hath commanded, 


And, topretlethispointa lucle further, let not greatmen 
be deluded vvith this conceit, that chey (tand not innecd 


of prayer, and of thevvord in publike and in private; that 


they are not bound to mourne for their faults, ro (eeke re+ 


.conciliation vvith God, to delire the admonitions of bis[er- 


uants, and the likeyter:not great men (Lay) deceiue them- 
felucsvvichſuch vaine ammginations ztorif any ought to be 
more carctull of Gods {cruices than other, (urely they arc 
che men : furthey:receive moſt vyages and therefore mult 
they doe moſt worke zehey have the (trongelt enemies, and 
therefore need moſiheedfully to Rand vpon their guard : 
they meer-voinhs cthe.molt dangerous [nares, and therefore 
muſt be moſt wary of rheir ſteps, leaſt at any time they be 
entangled. Yet ſo farre hath 'Sathan bewitched a great 
number, that ctheythinke ira derogation to their dignitic to 
luftcr the words of exhortationor of admorution ; to be pue 
in minde of offcncescommirred, os of dutics omitted, thoſe 
things (they:thiakeY pertaine co men of inferiour _ 

they 


— 
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they vvould feeme ro cary away all chepreferment, and 
when the queſtion is concerningthe \ of " 
whuch is to be a ſound Chriſtian, they put cuery body befure 
themſclues : they are content that others ſhall be Kings, but 
they will bevallalls vnto linne and Sathan, What folly,or ra- 
cher wadneſle is this? Doc they imagine that they ſhall not 
come to judgement as well as others? Doth not experience 


.manifelt vnto them, that age h vpon them, as well as 


vpon others ? That licknetleraketh hold of them as well as 
of others? That horrible vexations and terrours doe eaſe 
on them, as vvell as on others? And why then doth it not 
enter into their hearts, that damnation belongs vnto them 


as well as vnto others, if by ſpeedy repentance they doe not 


prevent the lame? 

Now as ſome doe fondly and fally conceiuethatthey ſhall 
be boren vvith in regard of their greatneile, ſo doe others 
hope in regard of their meanenelle to be diſpenſed with. We 
arc poore day-labourers, and (ſeruancs (ſay they) who are to 
be imployed in worldly affaires, and troſpend our whole time 
that way : I hope it is not required of vs that wee ſhould be 
skild in the ſcriptures, be able to conceive prayer, able to ad- 
moniſh offenders, &c, And thereforecither they abſentthem- 
ſelues from the Church alrogether, or cls are carclefle and 
negligent, and fleepie when they arethere: and if they be cal- 
lcd to an account, and examined vyhat they remember, they 
make anſwere, that they are weariced out with labouring in the 
weeke dayes, and therefore they muſt haue reſt vpon the 
Sabbath day: That they were hired for their worke, and that 
they will doe and no more ; they will not be: examined, nor 
catechized, nor be held to any ſuch ſtri& orders, Bur doth 
not'the Lord in his holy word require obedience of poure 
men,and of (eruants,as farre forth asof any? Doth not he in 
the fourth commandement cnioyne them to obſerue, not a 
bodily reſt alone(as beaſts doc)butan holy reſt ? And where- 
3%, they ſay that they are ſo toyled aut with worke that they 
cangor liſtenco Gods word, that is buta ficſhly and diuelliſh 


excuſe : for vvhen the Sermon is ended, they are freſh and 
E _ lively 
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liuely cnough to follew after their ſports and ſinnefull recre- 
ations, if they may haue libertie ſoto doe, and can take more 
paines that way than haue done in theircallings all the 
weeke before z and therefore theſevaine ſhifts ſhall nor ſerue 
th:ir turnes : Gods threatnings are denounced againſt them, 
and his iudgements haue beene executed vpon luch,as they 
arc heeretofore, and (or ſhall they be (till ; profane ſeruants 
and (innefull poore men were not ſpared inthe deſtruftion of 
the olde world,and of Sedew and Gomerrs: and wee reade in 
the Goſpel! , that at the comming of Chriſt thoſe that are la+ 
bouring in the Field, and women that are grinding at the 


* Mill, ſhall be ſome of them caſt offvnto deltruRion,as well as 


others arerecciued vnto ſaluation. 

Burall ſcruants are not of (o meanea conditiun as ſome, but 
there area ſecond ſort,that haue another pretence for their ca- 
ſting off of Chriſt his yoake,and thry are ſuch as are followers 
of great men; who alledge,thatit is not for their Maſters ho- 
nour for them to be religious, or (as they tearmeit) preciſe ; 
butto be proud and quarrelſome: to be ruthans and roiſt: rs : 
to be (wearers and blaſphemers: to be drunkards, and whore- 
Maiſters : theſe, they thinke, be for the credite of the 
houſe vneo which they appertaine, and by theſe practiſes 
they hope to be-pleaſe their Maſters. Burt when they haue 
ſpent their daies in theſe courſes, can their Maſters ſauethein 

rom perdition, which by their leudneſle they haue iultly de- 
ſerued ? no ſurely, the holy Gholt (peaking of the mighty 
ones of rhe world fayth, that they cannot redeeme their brother, 
nor gine bis ranſome to God: they cannot procure their natu- 
rall life to be prolonged one day, nay nor one moment, much 
leiſe can they purchaſe the redemprion of their ſoules, that 
they m_es live for cuer and that in perpetuall blifle and hap» 
pinelle. 

Others there are that thinke they may have a tolleration 
to be vaineand linnefull, becauſe they are yongz eſpecially, if 
they hauo this refolution, that when their youthfull bloud is 


ſpent, and the vigour of their bodies gone; they will betake 
Centiten to-more ſober courles, CG which 
is 


——--— 0 x OC 


on the 4. Chapter of the Hebrewes. 33 


is palt , but till chat time if cheytaketheir libertie vpon the 
Lords day, and liue in idlenetle and profanenetlecuery day, 
you mult pardun them: but will God pardon them? doth nor 
he lay, Remember thy creatowr in the dayes of thy youth,whiles Ecdef 12, r, 
the eni1 dayer come not , nor the yeeresr approach, wherein thew 
ſhalt ſay, I haneno pleaſure in them, Andif they will not rake 
his adviſe, marke what he ſayth in another place , Keiojce,0 EcMf.r1. 9. 
gong man , in thy youth , and {et thine heart cheare thee in the 
dayes of thy youth, cc,This they can well like ofy& be toorea- 
dy to putin practiſe: but what followerh? Bur know ((ayth the 
Lord) that for all theſe things thou muſt be brought to indgement, 
Damid found that the (innes of his youth lay heauy vpon him, 
and therefore prayeth God would not remember them: and ſhall eſal.: 5.7. 
we make (o light of them ? Pax/admoniſheth Timothy, avery 
ſanQified and mortified yong man,'o flue the luſts of youth ;and 
ſhall we let looſe the raines thereunto, as if they were matters 
of nothing ? ah; let vs not be ſo foole-hardie vnto our owne 
ruine and ouerthrow: but conſidering how fearfully the Lord 
doth iudge many yong men ___ vp themſelucs to for- 
nication, and adulterie, and theft, and all manner of vile 
and ſirfull behauiour,as namely,thatſome of them dican vn- 
timely death, being cither brought to the gallowes, or ſome 
other way ſtrangely cutoff: and that others having great re- 
uenewes leſt vnto them,are notwithſtanding call into extreme 
miſerie and neceſlitie: and that ſome others being well deſcen- 
ded, are for all chat branded with egregious iatamic and rc 

roch : conſidering (I fay) theſe and the like extraordinary tce 
hom of Gods heauic diſpleaſure again(t (undrie liſencious 
yong men ; let vs take warning by their example, and cunle- 
crate the firſt fruits of our yeeres vnto him, by ſpending our 
_ religiouſlic and profitablic in ſome good courle or 
other, 

Secondly, ſithence the care of ſaluation pertaincthynco all V/e 2, 
indifferently : let Miniſters hencelearne to deale <qually with 
thofethat are vnder their charge, agd not know any man aiter 
the fleſh,to reſpe&t him-more or leile for that hee is rich, or 
poore, high or low, or the like 3 but giue cuery one their due 
E 2 - portion 
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portion of ſpirituall food, which theyin the wiſedome of the 


Spirit iudge co be molt fit for them : let chem not feare to ad- 
miniſter an admonition or reprehenfion to the greateſt and 
wealthieſt : neither let them negleto giue an exhortarion, 
orconſolation to the pooreſt and meaneſt, when neede doth 


require, But herein many doe lamentably offend, who if * 


ſome great one of their charge bepreſent, will affordthema 
Sermon, bur if they be abſent,the reft ſhall goe withour, This 
is wretched partialitie; nay, indeed grolle carnalitie and folly, 
and argucth thatrhey are men-plecafers,and ſccke them(ſclues 
ic, their doctrine, and not Chriſt Ieſus ; inthat they haue moſt 
wb green. moſt vn — 
hearers, and negleR as V reape mo i 
ing: for (ordinarily) fans Go the Goſpel. 7 
[Seeme to be deprined,) Whence arileth chis point, that, 
The Lord would not onely haue mento bein the (tate of 


There muſt be , 
APPRrRnce ſaluation, but would haue it knowen that they arc inchat (tate, 


that there might be nv ſuſpition of the contrary. 
Therefore is it,thatthe Apoſtle ſaith vnto the Corinthianr, 
leraft that ye ſhall kwow that we are wt er, Where the 
word [ 7 er»f?] implyeth nor any e, but indeeda 
certaintic of rhe thing affirmed. And this had Demetrius at« 
tained vnto , of whom the Apoſtle 7obn (j thus, Deme- 


" trims bath a _ of all men, and of the trath it ſelfe ; yea, 


and we our ſelues beare record, and ye know that our record « 
trae, Hecarried himſelfe fo holily that he had a good teſti- 
monie from all Gods peop frm Gia heancm 
braced , and prattiſed, and the Apoſtle ob» humſclfe, 
who docth in a ſort miniſterially commend him: ſo that, 
looke what he (ayd of him, the holy Ghoſt aydthe Gamez in 
which regard hee addeth, a»d yer know that our record us truc, 
an1 that we arenot decrined, Now,that itis necellary comake 
A a goodnelle by a —_ 
we our ſeluesand other ma e a well grounded perſwalion 

of our happy eſtate, ——— by theſe —_ 
Firlt , becauſe that will be a marucilous great incoura 
ment vnto v3 inthe ſeruices of God, inthatwearealfuredehe 
, what- 


—  — — —— 
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whatſocuer we doe ſhall be both accepted and rewarded of the 
Lord, 

Secondly, wee may then boldly reprouc and admoniſh o- 2 
thertz neither need we be afrayd of that byting Prouerbe,Phy- 
fortron beale thy ſelfe : forall men mayelecrely (eethat we have 
healed ourſclues. 

Thirdly, this brings great honour with it, ſo that Chriſtians 
dare truſt vs , and {ay open theirhearts vnto vs: yea, wicked 
mea will reuerence vs, andinthcir diſtreifes ſeeke vnto vs for 
counſell and comfort,and foarnctimes putvs intruſt wichrheir 
wils, andfor the diſpoling of their goods, and of their chil- 
dren after their death, rather than carnal] fricnds that arc in 
bandes of nature neerely linked vnto them. 

This ſhould teach vsto giue all diligence (as the Apoſtle 377, ,_ 
Peter exhortech) ro make ourcalling and eteRion ſure; and 24 Per.1, 
that not onely vnto ourowne foulcs, but as farreas poſſibly 
we can, tO giue teſtimonie thereof vato. other mens confct- 
ences, If cucr weewill vic diligence ing, lerit bein - 
this. It is good husbandry to make. dure for our outward 

hopes z much more is 

it a point of wiſedomecarcfully ro looke vnro the (tate of our 

ſoules, which ſhould be a thouſand times deerer vnto vs than 
our bodies, If we be doubefull chat thene is forme dangerous 
diſcaſe growing vpon vs that is likelyrtotake away our lite, 
who is there among v3, but will fecke vato the Phylition to 
ent chat miſchiefe * how much more carcfull ſhould we 
of our foules, when wee plainely percciue that there is noe 
onely a deadly (icknetle vpon them,bue chat they arc already 
dead in linne, & in danger robe damned eternally if we ſeeke 
not vnto Chriſt leſasfor a ſpocdic remedy ? Let vsnoe be (c- 
cureand careletle im a matter of ſuch conſequence : bur la- 
bour for a ing faith, and a diligent loue, that fo not one- 7 Theſ.1.4.: 

ly weour (clues, but ochersalſo that haue the ſpirit of diſcer- 

ning, may know that we arethe elet of God, bythe fraits 

of godlinelle, ng invs, and proceeding from vs. 
Secondly, here are bereproued that are content to | 
liveſin perplexitie and anguiſh of heart, in regard of the vn= Uſe 2. 
E 3 


certaintic 
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certaintie of their ſaluation , rather than they will be at the 
paines to haue this aſſurance ſcaled vntotheir ſoules, As alſo, 
thoſe that would fainehauea good opinion among.men,and 
delire much to be reputed heires of ſaluation, and yet ſhew 
forth ſo little pierie cowards God,:and loue towards their bre- 
thren, that they cauſe their wileſt and belt friends to be ſuſpi- 
tious of them. x ' 

To be deprined,) The wordthatis vſcdin the originall,ſige 
nificeh properly tocometoo late, \as fuiters doe that are pre- 
ucnted zand allo to be out-runne inarace, and ſo to loſe the 
prize: both vhichſenſes may well (ſtand, and from thence 
this DoQrine may be raiſed, that, - b 

Many haue (ome likelihood of ſaluation, and yet faile of 


Man leeme to the fame. 
=_ yet miſe For otherwiſe the holy Ghoſt would neucr have gone a- 
of ſaluation, bout to (tirre them vp to an holy watchfulnelle over their 


Matth.z5. 


Hebr.6, 


hearts and wayes, by this reaſon | Leit any /honld ſeeme to bee 
deprined,) for if ſomedid not come ſhortoflaluation, that in 
appearanceſoughtforit, how ſhould any ſceme to be depri- 
ved? therefore it is plaine out of thistext, that ſome may be 
ina ſort ſuiters for cternall life, and y:t mille of it. and runne 
(though not as they ought to doe) cherace of Chriltianitie, 
and yetnot obraine the crowne, which is propoſed to thale, 
that with afaithfull and true heart doe ſeckefor the (ame. \ 

This may be ſcene in the fooliſh Virgins, who made an ex+ 
ternall profeſſion and ioyned with the wiſc Virgins in the ſer= 
vice of God, and thoughtto haue beenereceiued with them, 
when the Bride-groome came : but for all this they were ex- 
cluded, when the re{twere admitted. 

Thelikewe may obſcrue in the ſtony and thomy ground, 
who recciued theſced, and bronght forth the one the blade, 
and the other che care as well as the blade; and yetneither of 
them were good grounds:and thereforethe one (ort ſhrunke 
when perſecution came, and the other were carried away 
with the commodities and delights of this preſent life. So in 
this Epiſtle tothe Hebrewes it is euident, that ſome are in- 
lightded by the Word, and haue ſome taſte of good _ 

a 
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and yet being not ſound in iudgement, ;nor- lincere in afteRi- 
on, they afterwards fall away vnto their cternall perdition. 

Which ſhould cauſe vs to ſhake off all ſecuritie,andneverto 7/4 x, 
ſtand at a (tay, butto goe forward in the wayes of godlinelle, 
working out our (aluation in feare and eremblings not being phil. 2.c2. 
ſo preſumptuous as many are, who hauing had ſome illumi- 
nation in heauenly things, and ſome flaſhes of good motiens 
intheir hcarts; preſenely conclude that theyare in the ſtate 
of grace, and can neuer fall away from the faith: and there- 
ypon take libertie vato themilelues to walke in many inordi- 
nate courſes, which tend muchto the dilhonour of God and 
the diſcredit of chc Goſpell : and let them be admoniſhed, and 
haue che iudgements of Gud denounced agatalt their linnes, 
they ſet light thereby, and profelle, that they fearenot the 
threatnings of the Word, as knowing that they cannot but be 
laued. Let vs beware of this careleile di{polition,and hearken 
rather vato the aduice of the Prophet Dawid, who biddeth vs 
ſerne the Lordin feare, and rewoyee before him with trembling: p,1 . 
for notwith(tanding their carnall confidence and boldnelle 
they may, nay they ſhall (except they rake better wayes) bee 
viterly diſappointed of their expeRation : for no prophane 
perſon hath any communion with the holy God, and vnletle :.Cor,z, 
they clenſ: them(clues from all filthinelle of the fleſh, and ob 
the ſpirit, the promiſes of life belong not vntothem. | , 

Would we then build our afſurance vpon a firmer:foun- Ie 2, 
dation, thenſuch kind of perfons do? then let-vs rowſevpour 
{clues frum that dead (lumber of (ecuritie,and (ee (traighe ſteps 
in the pathes ofrighteouſnetlle, and while we haue light, letys 
con(cionably walke in the ſaine ; for we know not how ſoone 
it may be taken from vs. Edge | 

It is recorded by the Euangeliſt Zake, that when our Saui- 
our drew ncerevnto [eruſalem, he weptfox it, ſaying, O of 1how 
baddeit knowne,at the leait, in this thy. day, th ſe things which 
belong unto thy peace | but nnw are they bidde from thine eyes, As 
if he had (aidif thou, haddeſtwilcly conlideredof the lealon, 
when the Lord offered vnto thee fauour, and mercie,and had- 
d.[t made yſc of the fame, thou migtuclt have beene happre, 


not- 
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notwithſtanding all their former rebellions z but now thou 
art miſcrable, b:cauſc thou _— _—_ -_ diſcerne the 

rtunitic, We haue throught | the Goſpell 
> +7 ns offer of mercic that the ras wa not be lake 
intaking holde thereof, nor harden our hearts while it is ca'= 
led to day,butſceke the Lord while he may be tound,and call 
vpon him while he is neere: and looke how watchfull and ob- 
ſeruant menwill be of the fitteſt opportunitie for the preſer- 
ring of their ſuitcs (eſpecially in matters that necrely con- 
cerne them) vnto an earthly Prince ; {o and much more vigt 
lane let vs be in obſcruing the beſt and mectelt ſeaſon for the 
ſeeking and obtaining of fauour from the Lord of Heauen 
and Earth, 

And whereas many doe ſceme to be faire forthe crowne 
of glory, and yet mifle of the ſame: L-t vs /o ranne, that wee 
may obtaine z calting off euery thing that pretſeth vs downe, 
and hindereth our making of ſpeed inthis race, and preſling 
hard vntotRe marke thatis ſet before vs, vntill we haue attai- 
ned vato that happineſle which we labour and (triue for. Ex- 
periencetelleth men thatthethings of this life cannor be got- 
ten vvithour great induſtry : but fur eternall ſaluation they 
imagine (fo foohiſh are the common fort) that it may be ob- 
tayned without any great adoc; nay, that it ſhall be as it were 
calt vpon them, whether they ſecke for it or not. But if any 
thing be hard'to be come by, itis everlaſting life : and there- 
force our Saujour biddeth vs, Strive to enter in at the ſtraue gate 
for many, 1 ſay vnto you, will ſeeks to enter in, and ſhall not be 
able, As nothing is more ſure than eternall bletTedneile, if 
weina right mannerlabour for it; ſo nothing is more impol< 
_ be gotten, if we vic not all diligence for the obtayning 
of it. ' 

Let vs therefore put our (clues to it with all our might, 
reſoluingto breake through all manner of impediments that 
we ſhall meere with all, and making full account that we ſhall 
meete with a many: for fr{t of all our owne carnall and 
linnefull reaſory will ſet vypon-vs, ah& obie&t very dangeroul- 


. Jy againſt all the pointe of faith and of mortification : then 
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the luſts of the fleſh will rife vp againſt the good motions of 
ehe ſpirit, and ſeekero quench, or corrupt them: ſo that our 
reaſon we ſhall inde to be very vnreaſonable, and our aft:i- 
ons to aff<& the things that are molt vnlawfull. Further- 
more the diuell wilbe a fure enemy vnto vs, in which regard 
the Apoltle faith, Y: wre/le not againſt fleſh and blond, that is, Ephel.6, 2, , 
again(t weake aduerſaries, ſuch as the mightielt men are in | 
compariſon of Satan, but againſt principalities, and powers, 
&c, And what of that, Foy this cauſe (faith hee) 14he vxte you 
the whole armonr of God, that you may be able to reſiſtan the emi(l 
day, cc. Which exhortation we ſhould the rather giue heede 
vnto, becauſe otherwiſe wee ſhall light vpon Satans ſnares in 
every thing wee (et our (clues about : he hath traps for vs in 
our recreations, in our cating and drinking, in our caliings, 
yea in the very exerciſes of religion which wee perform e, fo 
that if wee be not very wary and circumſpect, we ſhall ceriaine- 
ly beinſnared. Laſtly we haue the world to diſcourage vs from 
well doing, and eſpecially our carnall friends, who proue 
commonly the molt deadly and dangerous foes : for they will 
be cuer and anon thruſting divelliſh obie&ions into our heads: 
why will you be more (tri than your neighbours? ( will 
they lay :) Are there not vviſe men that much diſlike your 
courſe, and doe you not ſcethat others cary away wealth and 
credit and preferment from ſuch as you are ? What? doe you 
meane therefore, by your preci'enelle,not onely to Ciſaduan« 
tage your (elfe, but to vndoe your wife and children, and (o 
to diſcredit and greiue all your friends? chele and a thouſand 
ſuchlike obltacles and lets wee ſhall mecre with, when once 
we enter into a Chriſtian courſe : and therefore it [tandeth vs 
vpon tolooke narrowly vnto our ſteps, and ro craue ſtrength 
from heauen that we may breake through a!l hinderances 
and oppolitions. That /o being faithful yntothe death, 
we m4) n1t be deprined of the beauenty reſt, but 
at length attuine vn's the crowne of 
lite, which Go1 the riahteo:ss 
tadge will be beitow 
vpn vs, 
F 
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2 Corinth. 11. 2. 
Tam ielonus ouer you, with aGodly ielouſie : for 1hawe 
Prepared you for one hucband, to preſent you as 4 
pure Virgin to Chriſt, 
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To the right VVorſhipfull, and his 


very good friends, M* Thomas Stephens, and 


to his good and vertuous Vife, Mrs. Elizabeth 


Stephens, R. W. wiſhettrall happinetle both 
in this yyorld, and in the world 
to come, 


N the Sermen following,there are lapped 
vp (right Worſhipfnli\ſome twelve ports 
> of divine inffiration, which are moſt 

needfull in this corrupt age wherein we 
line pf all mens due and deepe conſidera- 
tion, The firſt is, that Chrift and bu 
Church are contratted together in a 


\ 

La AY 1br5/e bleſſed marriage, T he ſecond is, 
that the { burch i are 4 tender hearty lone towards ( hriſt 
her bri » T he third is,that the eſtate or condition of God: 


childs is the beſt eſtate or condition in all the world, The fourth is, 
that ( birſ# himſelfe is there teaching of men,where his word is tru- 
h _ & delinered vnto men.T be fift ts,that the fruit & benefit 
ods word u imparted onely unto the Saint1,T he ſixt 19,that the 
that ave ,are to be tanght and ſchooled in the wayes of God. The 
feanenth ts, that Chrift doth lone his Church and people well, The 
eight is,that the Church of God is faire and brawtifull in the eyes of 
Chrif.T be ninth is,that holy ( briſtians need not the mediation of 
Angel: or Saints departed this hife, for the oblation of their prayers 
vnto the Almighty, The temth ts,1bat the ſpouſe of ( briſt i ſomes» 
mes too _ « of Chriſt, and falls a ſleepe in the bed of carnal 
delights, The elenenth 7,that ( briftians muſt not continue m their 
ſonr, but ariſe 
that all that dee belong to Chriſt, ouſt leawe this world & goe after 
Chriſt.T heſe poims are handled, ſeauen of them more at large,cx 
profetlo,by way of doftriner,but the other fine more [uccintth wp - 
#1 Certaine accidental! occaſions, At your leaſure(1 pray you ) confi 
der of them, I dowbt not,but that you haxe your portions in them, 
The tex1 from whence they are drawne may well be applied vnto 
y0n, for enery word therein 40th fit you well,One part of #t "= < 
eake 


the ſame & lrane them. The twelft and lat ui, 
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ſpeaks ( with the Church) of Chriſt : and the. other part ef it 
you may beare ( with the Church) from Chrift, end as ſome 
thins; in it may comfort you, ſo other thingy alſo mn it may excue 
you. The «Appellations may be your conſolations, and the exhore 
tations may be your excitations, ' 

In the world there are many emilt, yea in the congregation of the 
righteous there ave tos many infirmitier, Onr lowe to C brit is tas 
coldgit muſtjbe kindled, Onr attendance at the 7 ates of wiſed-me 11 
100 ſeldomegut muſtbe dowbled, Our failing in our dut117 15 too great, 
it muſt be leſſened, Onur ſight in ſeeing the lone of Chri/t towards vs 
is roo Dwwine,it mwu#t be cleered, Onur beauty in the inner wan i; too 

ſmalljt maſt be increaſed, Ovur drowſines in good thing is too beany, 
it muſt be lightned, Onr continuance in ſinne is too long it mnit be 
ſhorined, Our cleaning to this world is too ſtrong, it muſt be weak- 
ned, Finally our following afte Chriſt is too ſlow gt muſt be haſined, 
To further this keanenty work thu lutle booke may belp v1, for moſt 
of the things there are touched, and vrged vpon vs with forcible 
reaſons of perſwaſion: In token of my good willand the v»f.uuned loue 
, which [beare vnto you both, | bere preſent it unto you both, cane 

feerate it to your Worſhipr, The God almighty gize it a bleſſmg, & 

and make it effettnall unto the ſoules of men. 1 will net trouble you 
with many word,but draw to an end.sA1you bane begun weil, ſo 
proreede, + let your good works be more at the laſt,then at the firſt, 
Be ſtill for God in all his wayes, and God will ſtil be for you tn all 
your wayes, eAdnance kin and hee will aduance you, proteft his 
Saints, and ſhelter them: refreſh the deare members of Chriſt and 
nourih theas, ſo ſhall you heare this ſweet ſentence pronounced wp- 
on youat the laſt : Come ye bleiTed of my Fathcr,inherie ye the 
kingdoine prepared for you from the foundations of the 
world. »fnd ſol end and commit you and all your to the prati- 
6145 protettion of that good God that doth watch oner you; befeeci 
ing him ſo to multiply bis graces wpon youghat you may ſee many 
go99d and happy. dayes in thu wretched world, aud erty enerlaſting 
bleſſeaneſſe mibe bleſſed world 10 come, 


Your Worſhips inall holy 
dutics to be commanded. 


Richard Webb. 
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FIRSI SERMON, 
()F CrrisTIaN Love, 


Canticles 2. verſe 10, 
Cy welbcloned ſpakeyandſaid onto me, Ariſe, my lows, my 


| fare one, and come thy Way, 


=I3) 5 1 was pondering with my (elfe, 
what text I might beſt take for this 
q time and forthis place: it pleaſed the 
good and gracious hand of our God, 
to dire me to this portion of $a- 
cred Writ,as containing in it matters 
moſt correſpondent tothe day now 
celebrated, & to this worthy atſem- 


ſtians, who mult ariſe after Chriſt: fo this text in hand is 4 
text of Chriſt and of his Church, Of CErilt, as it were alrca- 
die aſcended z yet in mercie ſpeakingto his Church : of the 
Church yer below, yctin dutic to abend after Chrilt, Inre- 
gard whereof I douhrnor, burthatrthoſethings, v hich ſhall 
be now ſpoken, will be vnto you molt ſivcer and profitable, 
like apples of gold with pres of (iluer, according to $4- 
lomens Aphoniire, in Prov. 25,11 where hc laith, e-Fw rd 
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ſpoken in his place is like apples of gold, with pittures of jiluer, Bue 
not toinſiſt any further vpon other matters by way of Pre- 
face, I will deſcend vnto my Text. 

In the verſes next going before, it is declared, what mercie 
the Lord Icfus Chriſt did ſhew vnto his Church,in comming 
vnto her notwithſtanding all her (ins. Though her iniquitics 
were like to hils & mountains, which mightiuſtly hauc (taied 
him from comming vnto herzyet he inthe multitudes of his 
copallions towards her, was cotent,like a Roe,or yong Hart, 
toleape orskip ouer themall,and in kindneſle ro Jraw neere 
vnto her,notwithſtanding the ſame. And howſocuer he did 
not, as it were, come openly into her houſe,diſcloling him- 
ſelte vnto her plainely and fully, as it were face to face : yet 
he did (ſtand behinde her wall, and there looked in vpon her 
throughthe grates and windowes of his Goſpell, reuciling 
himſelte ſo far vnto her,as was needfull and conuenicne both 
for her preſent conſolation,andalſo for her furure (aluation, 

The which that wee migherhe better conceiue, ſhee 
herſelfe giues teſhmonie of him, and ſhewes what words he 
did vic vnto her : and this (hee doth, in this preſent verle, 
which now we hauc in hand. In which, if we conlider of all 
matters, well, we ſhall fmdetwo principall points concerning 
that Goſpell ſpoken off before, by which our Sauiour did 
diſcouer himlelfe vnto his Spouſe. The firſt is concerning 
the perſons, whom it doth reſpet. Theſecond is concer- 
ning the matter whereofit doth conliſt, The perſons,whom 
ie doth re{peR;are of two ſorts,namely,the perſon that tcach- 
eth,and the perſon that is taught. The perſon that teacheth,is 
lefus Chriſt himſelfe, her belt beloued, Howſocuer he doth 
vic man, as an inſtrumentin this worke, yethee himſelfe is 
the principall agent therein. It is he chiefely that doth in- 
ſtrud and teach his people, The perſon that is taught, is the 
Church her ſelte, Her welbeloued fpake and directed his 
words vnto her,and notto others. Others indeed may hauc 
the crummes and bones that fall from his table, like dogges, 
but the bread and good fleſh, that is vpon thetablc it (fe. 
prouided only for her,and her children, 
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The matter whereof the Golpell doth cenlilt, brancherh ir 
ſelfe into two parts. T he firſt noteth our, how well Chrilt is 
affected towards his Churchin that he calls her his love,and 
his faire one. The (econd ſetteth down what dutie the Church 
doth owe to Chriſtin that hewills her to Ariſe, and comea- 
way z both are brought in by the hgure Proſopopeia, For the 
Church doth bring in Chriſt himſelfe ſpeaking, & vttering al- 
ſo in etteR, avit were theſe words vnto her.O deare & welbe- 
loued Virgin,whom  haue choſen among al the daughters of 
mento be my Spouſe, and whom I haue made faire and ami- 
able, cuen white and ruddie, with the water and bloud which 
I ſhed for thy lake, and with my Spirit, whom 1 haue be- 
ſtowed vpon thee for thy good : doe not now lie weltring in 
thy linnes, nor continue any longer inthe bed of thy carnall 
delights, bur ariſe and leauethe ſame : and conlider, that I 
haue dune ſo much for thee, and doe make ſuch an account 
of thee ; delay not the time, but make halt and come away : 
forlake all the baſe affaires of this life, and the ſweet delights 
of the fleſh, and addretle thy (elfevntothe conſummation of 
our molt ioytull mariage, thou being cuer there, where | am, 
and alwayes endeuouring todoe, as I doe, 

This Verſethenin ſumme,comprehendeth in it nothing Summe. 
elſe, but the Churches report, of that which Chriſt ſpaketo 
her, when he beheld her by his Goſpel!, through the cage- 
ment- Whercin I pray remember with metheſerwo points : Part. 
firſt, her wordsto him ; then ſecondly, his words to her. Her 
words uf him ſpend themſcluesin two things : the firſt is a:1 
Appellation, the ſecond is a Declaration. The Appellation 
in the firſt word, My beloned: The Declaration in thenext 
words, [þake end ſaid to me: containing in it,firſt,his teaching, 
vnder theſe words, /pake and ſaid, then ſecondly, the perſon 
whom he taught, in this word, rome, Now of theſe, by Gods 
grace in order. 

CA welbelened.) This Appellation, or title, the Church 
mighe well giuevntv Chriſt,in a twofold relpeR.Firlt,atwe- 
ly, becauſe ſhe did loue him well, then paſſively, becauſe ſhee 
was beloucd of him well, For there was a ſingular louc be- 
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twixt them, the one towards the other. But yet this doth 
not note out the full or whole reaſon of this Appellation, 
or title, which is often vſed in this booke, ſometimes by the 
Church to Chriſt, and ſometimes againe by Chriſt to the 
Church. Doubtleſle, the reaſon of itis twofold. The one 
is in regard of their mutuall loue; the other of their intended 
marrisge, For Chriſt and his Church are brought in, in this 
Canticle, as ewo Paramours, who are in loue one with the 0- 
ther, and whointime conuenient doe purpoſe to marry to- 
gether, Of their loues afterwards; a word or two of their 
marriag2 by the way. As the lame is oftentimes ſpoken of 
inthe Word, and molt lively ſhadowed out vnto vs, in the 
45. Plalme, vnderche type and figure of Sa/omens marriage 
with King Phararhs daughter of Egypt: fo you mult know, 
it is not yet hniſhed, but deferred till the day of ludgement ; 
as may well bee colleted out of Rewelat, 19.7. where thele 
words are (et downe to bee ſpoken inthe end of the world: 
Let vs be elaiand rezoyce, and gine glorie te bim, for the mar/1- 
ave of the Lambe 1s come, and hu wife hath made her ſelſe rea1y. 
Here in this world is the Contra alone; the marriage is 
kept for the worldrocome, As heere men and women firlt 
haue their contraQts, or eſpoulals, then afterwards their (o- 
lemne and reall marriages, as /oſeph and Mary were hrit 
eſpouſed before they came together, Muth.1.11, So would 
the Lord vbſerue the ſame order of proceeding in the vnion 
of theſe two great and Princely States z of his Sonne on the 
one lide, being the glory and ornament of heauen; and of 
the Church on the otherlide, being the praiſe and beautie of 
the carth.They mult firſt be contracted, then after they mult 


be married, This ContraQt of theirs mult be conſidered two* 1 


waycs- One way, asitis made with the whole Church in ge- 
nerall ; another way, as it is made with the particular mem- 
bers thereof, As it is made with the whole Church in gene- 
rall, it vas from the beginning of the world, cuen immcdi- 
atcly vpon elams tall, when Goddid promiſe him thatthe 
leed ofthe woman ſhould breakethe Serpents head, Gen. 3s 
75, Forthen was this marriage in queſtion, and it was <on- 

cluded 
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cluded vpon betweene God and «Adam, for the holy poſte- 
ritic to come. But now as it is made with the particular meme 
bers of the Church, it is atall times ; forchere are ſome daily 
vnited vnto Chrilt, And this their Contra is made two 
manner of wayes, Theoneis ſacramencally, and that is,when 
they are baptiſed mtorthe name of Chriſt, The other is re- 
ally, and that is, when hey are regenerated, and due beginne 
to belceucin Chriſt and depend vpon him ſolely and whole- 
ly for their ſaluation, Now Chriſt and the faithfull being 
thus contrated together, do loue each other molt entirely 
(as contracted perions ought rodoe) and long (hl! for the 
day of their marriage, thatſo they may enioy one the other 
in full perfection, ln regard whereof, [ ſay, they giue this ti- 
tle or appellation of /Vel5cloned one vnto the other, often in 
this hooke,which is wholelyſpentin a manner in deſcribing 
out ſuch loue tokens as palle betwixtthem, to wit, from the 
day of cheir eſpoulals, vnto the day of their marriage. 

But paſling thus their marriage, let vs come vnto their 
loues : the firlt is of the Church tuwards Chrift, in this 
word, My welb:loxed : the next is of Chrilt towards his 
Church, inthe other word, my /one, the which I will referre 
to his due place, and handleitthen whenl comevynto it, 


For the tormer of thele, in that the Church doth call Do#, 


Chriſt her welbeloucd;as for other cauſes, fo for this, becaule 
ſhe did loue him well : ve arc taught this Doctrine, that cue- 
ry member of the Church mult trucly, and vnfainedly loue 
the Lord leſus. So did Peter the Apoltle, his loue was fo 
great to Chrilt, that in the end he died for Chrilt ; ſo that he 
mighe well ſay to Chrilt, when he did aske of him this queſti- 
on, Whether he did loue him or no ? Te, Lord, hou kyoweſt 
that 1 lone thee, [olh,21.15. Sodid Afarythe great linnerzher 
Jouve was ſo largeto Chrilt, that ſhe did many things, which 
did juſtly ho:zor Chriſt: ſhe came tothe place «where he vas, 
and brought aboxe of oyntment; ſhe [tool at his fecte be- 
hinde [14m weeping z ſhewaſhed his fece vith ecares, lice G11 
wipe themwith che haircs of her head; (lice did kille them 
with her mouth, and annvuint them witli the ointmcne - {o 
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that Chriſt might well ſay of her, and to her praiſe, that ſhee 
loned him much, Z«k.7.47. So did the (cattered lewes, that 
were Saints; their loue was ſo vpright towards Chriſt, that 
though they did neuer ſee Chriſt with the mortall eyes of 
their bodies,yet they did loue Chriſt, and fo ſet their afteRti. 
ons vpon him, that they did reioyce in him with ioy vn- 
if —_— and glorious :{o that Peter might well commend 
them in this reſpeR, for their Joue to Chriſt, as indeed hee 
doth, 1 Pet,1.8, Soina word, did the Church, and (till doth: 
her loue is ſo hot, and ſtrong to Chriſt, that nothing ſhall 
part her from Chriſt ; neither perſecutions on the one (ide, 
nor promotions on the other,Caxr. $.6 7. Sothat ſhe might 
truely lay theſe words of her ſelfe; Stay me with flagons, and 
comfort me with apples, for 1 am ficke of lone, ( ant, 2.5. Thus 
then ſhould all therighteous loue Chrilt, as indeed they do, 
witnelſethe Spouſe her ſelfe, ant. 1.3, 

The reaſons to draw vs on to this loue are foure, The 
firſt is, becauſe he hath loued vs; according to that of John, 
in 70b,4.19,. We lowe him, becauſe he hath lowed v1 firft : Inme- 
nimm enn, non prevenime, We found him, not prevented 


him. Dilexit enim nonexiitentes smo reſiftentes, For he loucd 


vs when we were not; yea, when we were his enemics, Rom, 
1.10, The Church doth declare in (antic. 2. 4. that this is a 
ſpeciall meanes to draw the affe&ions of men after Chrilt ; 

orthere his loue is compared to a banner: for as by the ban- 
ner or enligne, the ſouldiers are drawne totheir owne Cap- 
taines and colours; ſoby the loue of Ieſus Chriſt,as by a ban- 
ner or enligne, arcall the choſen ones drawne to Chriſt : in 
which reſpe&rhe Apollle Saint Pa»/doth ſhew,thatthe loue 
of Chriſt hath a certaine power or force to con(traine, or to 
_— men, when he faith, for the lowe of Chrift conitra- 
ney V7, 

The ſecond is, becauſe he is very kinde and bounrifull to 
ſuch as do loue him, according tothat which is in the Plalme, 
Pſal.31.2 5. where all the Saints of God,arewilledto louethe 
Lord vpon this ground, becauſe he doth preſerue them that 
doe it, as well as deſtroy the wicked that are their _ 

Chri 
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Chriſt is nota wildernelle, nor a land of darkeneſſeto ſuch as 
loue him, but a fountaine of all happinetle. He is contentto 
come hotne, as it were, to them, and to dwell with chem in 
their ſoules, /0h, 14.23. Yea, hee doth prouide ſuch large 
things, and excellent matters for them, as are altogether in- 
comprehenlible, and palt our vnder(tanding, as witnetſeth 
the Apollle Saint Pax/,r Cor.2.g.intheſe words, 7 he things 
which the eye hath not ſeene, neuber the eare hath beard, neuther 
came into mans hee» t; are,which God hath prepared for them 
that loue him. Surely vponthis conſideration, ©Alary, ſpu= 
ken of before, was much afteRed to Chrilt : becauſe ſhe ſaw 
that Chriſt was kinde to her, and very liberall, in pardoning 
all her linnes, which were many; ſhe could not but louc him 
much for that cauſe, L»k, 7. 47, So the Virgins fell inloue 
with Chriſt, vponthe view and remembrance of ſuch bene- 
fies as do come to men by Chriſt, as we are taught in Cantic, 
1, 2.in theſe words, Becanſe of the ſawony of thy good ointment, 
thy name 1s 4s an ormiment Res out therefore the Vargins lowe 
thee, 

The thirdis, becauſc he is, moſt excellent in himſclfe,and 
molt worthy of all our loues, as being the chiefeſt of ten 
thouſands, Cantic, 5, 10, And this is truein many reſpedts : 
Firlt, for his beauties ſake : Secondly, for his riches ſake : 
Thirdly, for his parentage ſake : Fourthly,for his wiſdomes 
fake : Laſtly, for his loucs fake. In this world we loue ſome, 
and marry with thein, onely becauſe they are faireand beau- 
tifull : fume,onely becauſethey are rich and wealthie: ſome, 
onely becaule they are of a Noble and Honourable houſe : 
ſome, onely becauſe they are wile and prudent : ſfome,laſtly, 
becauſe they are louing and kinde. Now how Chriſt is faire 
and beautifull, you may ſce by this, becauſe he is the bright= 
nelle of the glorie of his Father, andthe ingrauen forme of 
his Perſon, H-brewes 1.3, How he is rich and wealthic, you 
may ſee by this, becauſe he isthe heire of all the world, Heb, 
1,2, How heis noble and honorable, you may ſee by this, be- 
cauſe hee isthe King of Kings, and Lordof Lords, Rewe/at, 
19.16, How he is wile and prudent, you may ſce by this, bc» 
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cauſe in himare hid all the treaſures of knuwledge and vn« 
derſtanding, Cele]. 2.3, Andlaltly, how hceis louing and 
kinde, you way {ce by this, becaule he died for vs to redeeme 
vs, and doth (till cheriſh and nouriſh vs, as his owne bodic, 
Epheſ«5.2,29. When the Church had commended her wel. 
beloued, and had ſet him out in his orient culours before the 
eyes of men, thoſethat did before deſpiſe him, fell in ſome 
loue with him, and oftered ther ſcruice to the Church to 
joyne with her to ſceke him out, Cantic, 5, and lalt verſe, 
Thus his excellencic is as an Adarant to draw vs, that arc 
irons, vnto him, 

The fourth and laſt is, becauſe thoſe that will not loue 
him, ſhall periſh and be damned : if any man loue not the 
Lord lefus Chrilt faith Saint Pa»l,1.Cor.16,2 2, 11 av It- 
j% KxeXvHSIX, It him bee hanged vp on high, the Lord 
doth come; or as it is tranſlated in our Engliſh Bible, Let Lim 
be had in execration, yea excommunicate todeath. Hereof is 
thatſaying in Luke, Chapter 19, 27. vttered by our Sauiour 
himſclle, Theſe mme enemies, which would not that I ſhowld 
raigne ower them, bring huther, and ſleythem before me, When 
N min:4 heard, that thee mult bee deſtroyed within fortic 
daycs, ſhe repented immediately vpon ic in ſack-cluth and 
aſhes, and did forlake her cuill wayes, and turned from the 
wickednelle that was in her hands, [»»ab 2.8. So wee hearing 
that we ſhall be deſtroyed, vnletle we Ioue the Lord lelus zit 
mult awaken vs, like a mightie thunder-clap from keauen, 
and cauſe vs out of hand to attc& him, 

T hus you (ce the reaſons, now let vs come tothe vics; 
they are in number three, The firſtis for reprehenlion, the 
{ccond tor conſolation, and the third for adm onition, In the 
hr(t place they are heere reprehended, who care little or no- 
thing at all for the Lord Iclus, Certainly, whether they be 
lewes cr Gentiles, bond or free, male or temale.thcir cilatcis 
molt lamentable, we way quake even to thinke of it : for no 
lctle then damnation it felfe (as was intumared betore) is their 
portion and inheritance for euermore. They will perhaps 
confcile, that Murther, Acultery, Idolatry, Witchcratr, and 
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ſuch notorious crimes are finnes indeade, and;thet they doe 
deſerue eucrlaſting puniſhments : buy let zhem now at the 
laſt both (ee and confelle, that this is ihdecde a great linne, 
not to loue the Lord leſus Chriſt, and-{uch;an pne, as will 
damne them for euer, vnillerhey. doc zepent for it in time 4 
and therefore let them leave it, and EG and 
lamenting as bitterly for this fault, as for any other linne 
whatſocyer, | v1 al 

In the ſecond. place, they are here comforted, who haue 
made choiſc of [clus Chriſt to betheir husband, and haue (ee 
their whole heart & ſaule ypon him. Inthis they haye perfor- 
med a worthic duty, and ſuch as may bring vnto them con- 
{olation at all times. For now will Chriſt reſpeRthem molt 
gratiouſly for cuermore, and alwayes doe them good, as 
who 1s much delighted in their loue, ing to his owne 
words vato theChurch in;Gaw ,4, 40.; When doth 
ſiſter, my Spouſe, bow faire u thy lone ? How much bantar is 1by 
lone, then wine ? eAnd the ſanonr of thine exutments then all 
ſpices ? | Lid « 
la the chird and laſt place, sll of; ys are here admoniſhed 
todoe that which the ſpoule did; namely to love Chrilt well, 
wee mult take him for our onely bridegrome, and accept of 
nane but him, I dgubt not, but that you- ſhall have many 
ſuicors to the cantrazy, For the world, and the fleſh;and the 
deuilLwill be labouring (tiltco draw you vnto them, and ſend 
ynto, yOu, as it were, many ſolicitors for-that end and pur- 

e, time after time : bye beware, I pray, giue not your con- 
ents vnto them, neither harken vnto their voyces, though 
they ling as ſweetly as the Sirens or Mermaides are repor- 
ted to doe, O, Mop your, cares again(t them, as V/iſſes, is 
fcigned by ſomes ta doe : in,this point be like to the deate 
adder, who will not heare the charmer, though hee charme 
never ſolweetly. Giue entertainement, | beſeech you, tothe 
Lord of glory, and let him be-your welbeloued, For this end 
and purpoſe remember the reaſons before going. What ? 
Shall hee beginneto louevs, and _ not wee loue him a- 


gaine? . What ? Is hee rich and bountifull to all ſuch as dee 
H louc 


IO 


loue him, beltowing large beriefits dayly vpon them * And 
ſhall —_ oufifciatsloue him ? What? is be moſl worthy 
of the loue of dll pe / ds being 'molF faire and beiurifull, 
as being moſt-rich and weulthy,'us being moſt noble; and 
honourable, as bring moſt wile'and prudent; as' being laſtly 
molt loving” «ntl 'kinde? 'afhd yerſhall-not vvee Toure him ? 
What? inthelaſt place ? Will he deſtropall thoſe that ſhall 
not loue him, and bring them to a perperuali defolation ? 
and yet for allthat, ſhall not we love him 2 Oh my brethren, 
ler vs remember ous (elues, and be vviſe at-the laft for our 
owne good t het vs notwilfully caſt away our felurs, but faue 
our ſoules from the evilsro come. My luite vnto you at this 
time, is for your loves forChrift my Maifter, - + - ba 
If hewere (that muy fo ſpeake without oftenceto any) a 
deformed petſon, like to Therſiter, I would not wiſh you 
to'loue Hirly 3 if hee vveree poore man, like to Lexar, I 
would'not wiſh you co affeR him : if he were a baſe brat, like 
to eAbimilich, 1 would not wiſh you to follow him : if hee 
vverea fooliſh fellow, like to Nabal, I would not wiſh you to 
reſpeR him: finally, if hee were acrudl beaſt, like to Nero, I 
would noe wiſh you to efhbrace him. Bur now ſteing hee 
is benifull,rich, honourable viſe,and louely,abouc all coms 
ro mw mortall men; F would wiftryou, yea mo(t hum- 
y intreat you,that you would love him,afte& him, follow 
him, refpe&R him, and embrace him, andthat for cuer and 
_ rs Pans inchoofing ror to _ doth 
r three ſorts of perſons, natnely: his enemy, his fellow 
and his ſcruant. Hee that ſerueth the devill, ſerueth his ene- 
my ; he that ferueth his fleſh, ſerueth his fellow, and he that 
ferueth the vvorld, ſeructh his ſeruant. Becavufe the former 
of theſe doe argue fooliſhnefſe'and warit of wits, and the lat- 
ter two balenelle and want of courage; I hope, that none of 
you, who are wiſe and couragious, vvill/now ſerue any of 
them, but that from henceforth Ieſus Chrift ſhall be your 
Lord and Maiſter alone. | 

But here that I may- not looſe'my labour, and fo fiſh in 
vaine, but bring you all rather yviihin the compaſſe of my 


: nct, 


- — — 


_— — — - 


—_— A. _— a - — 


— 
— 


on the 2. Chapter: of the Canticles. ſ1 

net, and ſo take many Eſhoxggive metenveto giue an anbeete 
ta three ſorts of perſons: Phe brit ivof thoſe chat make ex 
ceptions again(t the ſtate of fuch as foie Chrilt; The fu 
cond is of thole that boaſt of their, Joue towards Chrilt, and 
yet dae want it, The third is of thaſe char wouts be infor-' 
med, what mannerof joucit is, chatis pleating coCHn 15 T, 
For the firlt of theſe, many are-vnwilling (as dayly experi- 
ence doth teach vs) to-tayae themſeltes in a true knot of 
marriage loue, becauſceheythinke; thar cheir eſtate i8'mo(t 
miſerable, vvhoare (o ioynedtohins inloe?': ad that firſt, 
becauſe the devill doth perſue themy/Kren. 23, 13: *Second- 
ly, becauſe the warld doth hatethern, fobr 15, 19 Thirdly, 
becauſe Chriſt himſelfe doth cornt@ them; Rem, 3.1 9. 

But let-none of vs/be deceiued. Phe condition of the a ,Gyere, 
CuvachH is farreberter,thenthe world doth take itto be. 
Hearken vvhat Dawd\doth (ay of it.” Bleſſed ts that hation, 
whoſe God us the Loyd, exen.the people, ſaub bee; that bee hath 
choſen for bus inheritance, Pſalyy;. 12! Fos this cauſe did he 
makechis requeſt vato the. Almighty, ſaying, Remember me, 
0 Lord, with the fancy vf thy peopteurfit mae with thy ſalnat= 
ov, that / may ſee, the. filextie of thy obeſen, and rewoyce in the toy 
of thy people, and glory with thine inheritance. Pal. 106, 4 5. 
Surely I dare here pawne my foulc and life, that there'is no 
eſtate in the vyhole -yvorid:ſo good as the eftate of Gods 
people, and of ſueh, as dee toue Chrilt : chebohich 1 will 
no <pEIn vnto:you , by Gods, good: gricey in'a few 
wor CLE | 

We account, as:you know;thoſe to:be waruellous happy 

/ pexlans, and their eſtates tobe che belt of all. Firſt, who are 
—— out-of. debe,/ kecendly, whodare wells Thirdly, who goe 

fine, - Fourthly,-who are attended vpen by many ferucies, 
Filtly, who are. able to giue to others: Sixtly, who are out 
of Jaw and trouble hauingpeace within and without.Seuenth- 
ly, who inioy their health, Eightly , who are in authority 
of high place to command or rule.. Finally,xtho have great 
lands and poſſeſſions... Hee that hath-all iza complet 
bleiſed man vvith ys. For hee wanteth nothing, that _ 
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tend to the perteRtion: of his eftate in the iudgement 
of fleſh and blood. : Now mer) heme Lords: people, 
and doe loue Chriſt well, as they ſhould doe, hauc all theſe. 
Firlt, they are our of debe, for Chit bath diſcharged them 
from all their ſinnes; which'iare their debts, 1 Peror-2. 24. 
2 { #1, 5. 21. Secondly, they fare well: they have a rich table: 
for the Lord of hoſts doth make bor all his people a fealt of 
fat things, cucn a feaſt of fried wines, and of fat things, full 
of marrow, of wines fined and puifred. He alſo dorh fatishe 
them with the fatueile of his houſe;and giue them drinke out 
of the rivers of his res/P/al,2 6.8, Prokyg, 2, Eſay 25.6, 
Thirdlyzthey goe fine z forthey are clothed with the golden 
and ſilken robes of leſus Chriſt and of his Spirit, The woman, 
whereunto the Churth. is.compared, is clothed with the 
Sunne; having the Moone'vnder herfecte, and acrowne of 
twelue Starres yponher head; Rewel/13.1, Sothe Spouſe or 
Wife of Chriſt, is aid to be arzayedwith pure fine linnen, 
and ſhining; Rewel19.8; Fourthly, they are attended vpon 
by many (eruants : forthe glorious Angels that are aboue,do 
cuermore waite vpon them; as nurfes doevpon children, to 
keepe them (till infafetie and in , and to doe ſuch (er= 
uices vnto them, as arencedfull for them, P/al.3 4.7. Pſal.9 1. 
11-12, Hebr, 1,14. So thatthere isno Noble man in the 
Land, that hath a goodlier traihe to atrend vpon him, then 
Gods childe hath. Fiftly, they are ableto giue roothers : 
for God hath beſtowed vpon.them ſuch arreaſure of grace, 
that they are able, not onely to edifie themſelues,but others 
alſo in the wayes of their faluation, Epbeſiqi5. 16. ' 
ple of «dynieans Prgdomdobroaghrgret hyin anda. 
e 9 | light and vn- 
derſtanding vnto pe Arr" nr ns con 
and mightie in the Soriptures, when they rooke' him vnto- 
them, andexpounded vneohim the way of God mote per=" 
feftly, 2. 18. 26, Sixtly, they are outof Law and trou-' 
ace revpactetthe aid toe ham apelen; dorondy 
now | ,and(o a peace, notonely 
ith God himſelte;and his creatures;bue alſo mm" 
, O , an 
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and incheir owne ſoules and conſciences, 2 Cer,s. 19, Epbeſ. 
2.14.16, Hoſea 2.18, Row... Phil,g, 7. Seauentbly, they 
enioy their health: for their ſoules within are ſound and-well, 
as who doc not ſo much liue in theralelucs, as in Chriſt, Gal. 
2,20, nor yet ſhrinke away from the Commandements of 
their God, but carcfully ſtill obſerue the ſame, Pſalm. 44+ 
17.18 Heby. 10.3 9. They goe. asit were, from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, till they appeare perfeRinSion, Pſa. $47. And 
their good workes are moreatthe laſt, then at the firſt, Re- 
welat.2.19, Eightly, they are in authoritic of high place, to 
command or rule : for Chriſt hath made them Kings and 
Prieſts vnto God,cuen his Father, Rexe/ar,1.6. So thatthey 
are great Officers and Commanders inthe world, like Pric(ts 
and Kings, which haue the chiefeſt roomes of all. Laſtly, 
they haue great lands and polic{hions: for all theworld is 
theirs : whether it be Pa»l,or Apoiles,or Cephas,or theworld, 


or life, or death, whether they bethings preſent, orthings to 


come, cuen all are yours, ſaith Pa#/to the godly ( orinibrans, 
1 ( #13. 22. Peter tels vs, that there isan inheritance immor- 
tall, which is vndefiled,and faderh notaway,reſcrucd in hea» 
ven forvs, 1 Peter 1.4. Andour Sauiour ſheweth, that God 
his Father hath prepared for vs a Kingdome from the foun=- 
dations of the world, MHatth,2 5.44, Wherefore by this wee 
may ſee, vnlciTe we will wilfully be blinde, and mealure cuery 
thing by the narrow (pan of our owne naturall reaſon, that 
the condition of Gods childe is the belt condition in the 
world, and that they are molt happicperſons,who are vnited 
vato Chrillt, 

But what then ſhall we ay vntotheir afflitions,which are 
many inthis world ?. haue not wee iuſt cauſe to reieR lelus 


Chrilt forthem, and to accept of ſome other before him? - 


No, in no caſe: Firſt, becauſe they doe not impaire our hap- 
pie eſtate, but rather berrer the ſame; and that in three re- 
{peRs: Firlt, becauſe they doe not take away the fruit and 
benetie of thoſe outward goods, which are taken away from 


vs,but rather encreaſe them:forchey make vs toenioy them, 


an hundred fold more, as itis in Hark,10.39, Sothatinthe 
| H 3 middelt 
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middeſt of them all, we haue great ioy and comfort, 47,5. 
41, Rom. .3. Hebr.10.34. Secondly, becaulethey (erue to 
vs from our drotleand corruption, that we might be 
made partakers of Gods holinelle, Hebr.1 2.10. and not be 
damned with the world, x Cor. I 1.432; Thirdly and la(tly,be- 
cauſe they are meanes to augment our happines in the hea- 
vens aboue, andro worke out for vs a farre more excellent 
and eternal{ weight of glory, 2 Cor.4.,17. Secondly, be- 
caule this time, wherein we now liue in this world, is notthe 
time of our marriage, but the time onely of our eſpoulalls, 
As yet weare not with Chriſt, but we live, as it were, with our 
friends, among whom wee may be cuilly intreated, and be 
hardly dealt withall, as /oſeph was among his owne brethren, 
A poore Virgin (yuu know) that is butonely betrothed to a 
noble perlon,of great (tare and wealth, and not yet married 
vnto him, may live but a ſimple and miſerable kinde of lite, 
vnrill the day of their marriage doth come. For as ſhee may 
fare andlic hard, and be but meanely attired in her fathers 
houſe, whois buta man, and vnable to maintaine her 
beeter; (oſhee may fall (licke of loue, and withall enter into 
many doubtfull c hes, and feares,le(t her beloued ſhould 
calt her off, and preferre ſume other noble perlon before 
her:whereby it comesto palle, that her heart is much woun- 
ded, and her (ſpirit cucn vexed tothe death ir felfe. Yer for all 
this, ſhee had no uſt cauſe to haue refuſed him at thefir(t, 
neither yet hath any to reie him now at the laſt ; conlide» 
ring eſpecially, chat this her trouble will ſhortly end, and 
much continuall ioy comeinthe place thereof, 
So after the ſame manner, though heere in this world wee 
haue ſome affliftions,yerwe atenor for that cauſe to alienate 
our ſelues from the Sauiour of theworld; eſpecially conlide- 


ring, that he will end ehem quickely, and come and marrie 


with vs, at whattime we ſhall hauc ioy and happincile for e- 


-Ucrmore, 9 


Hithereo of thoſe that make exceptions againſt the ſtate 
ofſuch as loue Chriſt. Now let vs come to thoſe that boalt 
of their loue towards Chriſt, and yet doe wantiit, 
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Wefinde by experience, that there ate too many ſuch,in 
all places, whereſocuer we come. , Thoughthey hare him in 
their ſoules, yet they will loue himintheir words. They can 
crie out and ſay, e lone the Lord Loſi (rift, as well as the 
beft of you all: be us not worthy to line that doth not loue him, it 
were well that the ground would open to ſincke him in, &c, Thus 
can wicked men giue good words, but where arethcirworkes, 
Surely in this corrupt age of ours weecan talke much, but 
walke but a little; word it much; bue worke it bur a lictle : our 
mouthes are bigger then our hands, which is a thing mon- 
ſtrous in nature : as well ſaid Saint Bernard, Monſtroſa res eff, 

ſedes prima, vita im.1, lingua magmilogua C5 mand ticſa, ſerma 
multus, ſruftus nullas : [tis a monitruusthing to haue the 
chiefelt roome, and to live the baſeſt life; to (peake much 
with thetongue, andto doe nothingwith the hand; to vſc 
many words,and to bring forth'no truit. But as /ames the A« 
polte ſaid, Sher we thy faith by thy worker, [am.2,18.S0 may 
I lay, Shew me thy loue by thy wurkes, There are foure 
things in all heartie and ſound louers, which muſt needs be 
in thee, if thou doel(t loue Chrilt aright. The firſt is, that 
they long (till to be ioyned together,and to enioy one the 0+ 
ther, The nature of louc is ſuch, that wee delire ill the en- 
ivying ofthar which is loued. Ammom was very lick through. 
loue, and his fle(h did pine away, becauſe hee could not en- 
ioy his liſter Thames, whom he loued,z Saw.13.2. The (c- 
cond is, that they are bountifull and liberall onevntothe o- 
ther. Loue, ſaith Paxl,in 1, Cor.13+4. is bountifull. So was 
Boox, to Ruth, whom hee loued, Kuth 3.15. and fo wasthe 
Centurion tothe Iewes, whonmrhee made much of, for hee 
builethem a Synagogu?, Lek, 7.5. The thirdis, that they 
arcobſcquious andobedient one vntothe other. Loue can 
hardly deny any worke, which the partic b:loued doth re- 
quire, Hereof was it, that Dels/ab (aid to Sampſon, in Indges 
16, 15, How canit then ſay, 1 lone thee, when thine heart 1s not 
wth me ? thow baſt mocked me theſe three timer, and haſt not told 
we wherem thy great ſtrength lieth, The fourth and laſtis tol- 
lerance, or enduring of troubles one for the other ; = che 

OWC, 
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loue, that Jacob did beareto Kabe/, {eauenyeares of hard (er- 
vitude ſeemed bue a ſhoretime, Gen.29,26; And forthe loue 
that Sechem did beare to Dawab, he was content to be circum- 
ciſed, and to ſuffer the cutting of his fleſh, though ir were ve- 

painfull ynto him, Gen.34.19, 

Now inall theſe things, examine thy loue towards Chriſt, 
In the firlt place, rell me, doeſt chou longto be with Chritt ? 
Artthouwilling to die, and ro [cauethis world, to goe vnto 
him ? Doe(t thuu wiſh with the Apoſtle Saint Pas! tobe dil- 
ſolued, robe with him ? 764. 1,25, Artthou delirous to 
haue him come to Iudgemente Doelt thou cry out with the 
Spouſe, (ome Lord Jeſus, come quickly? Ren, 22.17-20 In the 
ſecond place,tel me,Dolt thou beſtow anything vpon Chriſt ? 
Artthou willing to let go thy goods and riches tor the honor 
of Chriſt ? Art chou readie torelicue his Saints,accordingto 
their nced, and thy abilitie? Doeſt thou ioynewith others im 
building vp his Church, andin beſtowing ſome maintenance 
vpon his worſhip ? Inthethird place, tell me; Doclt thou 
> him, and doe according to his Commandements ? Art 
thou readie with eAbrehem, to leaue thine ovvne c- untrey, 
and to goevvhither he ſhall ſend thee ? Wile thou forſake 
that vyhich hee doth forbid, and folluvy that vyhich hee 
doth command? 1f yee lone me,laith Chriſt, k-epe my Comman- 
dements, lob, 14.15, Andalittle after he faith againe, f axy 
man lone me, he wall keepe my Word, Uer/. 21, Sov that thoſe 
louenot Chriſt, vvhodoe not keepe his Commandements, 
Inthe fourthand laſt place, tell mee, Doeſtthou ſuffer any 
trouble or miſcriefor Chriſts ake ? Artthouvvell pleaſedto 
take vp thy croſleto goe after him ? Canſt thou be content 
to die for his ſake, asthe Prophets and Apoſtles haue done ? 
By theſe markes or tokens wee may know u hether wee loue 
Chriſt or no : if we hauc them, we louehim4 but ifwe have 
them not, wee loue him not, howfoeuer wee perſwade our 
{clucs, or boalt before others tothe contrarie. 


And ſo much of the ſecondſort, namely of thoſe that 
vaunt of their loue towards Chriſt, and yer doe want it. Now 
let vs came tothe third and laſt ſort, which is of thoſe that 


would 


 onthex, Chapter of the Canticles, 


would be informed what manner of loucitis thaths pleaſing 
to Chriſt, In it you mult obſerucfoure remarkable qua'ities, 
The firlt is, that it muſt be great and not ſmall: we mult lous 
hin more then our fathers, or mothers, or brethren, or 
ſiſters,or husbands,or wiues,or lands,or goods,or life it1clfe, 
CAlatth. 10, 37. L=k, 14.26, Thelſecond is, that it mult be 
ſingular and not common: we muſt loue onely Chriſt, and 
none elſe, we muſt not ioyne others with him : hom have 
I in heawen ((aith Danid, Pſal. 73. 25.) but thee? an! 7 hae 
deſired none in the earth with thee, Well therefore ſaid the 
Church, in Cant, 1.6.Shew me, O thou, whom my ſonule loneth, 
where thou feedeit, where thow lirſt at noone ; for why ſhoull I 
be 4s ſht that turneth aſide to the flockes of thy companions? Her 
care was onely to goe after Chriſt. We cannot ſcrue God and 
CA mmon together, Mat. 6,24, We mult not part our loue, 
Chriſt muſt haue all ; as thewoman by Gods la » mult haue 
but one husband ; ſo the Church mult haue but one Con- 
gregation, Doubtleile,as an honeſt man cannot endure that 
another man ſhould haue a portion in his wife : ſo will not 
Chriſt endure,that any other ſhould haue with him a portion 
in his Church, for he is a icalous Gud, Exod: o.5,The third 
is, that it mult be totall, and not partiall : we mult loue him, 
not with the loue of the ſoule alone, or with the loue of the 
body alone, but with the loue both of body and foule roge- 
ther, Te are bought with a price ((aith Pavl,1 Cor 6.2 © ) there 
fore glrif God in your bodie, and in your ſþirit, for they are 
Coas, 
And whereas the ſoule and body doe conſiſt of many 
$,0ur Sauiour muſt have the loue of all thoſe parts, 7 49 
ſhalt lone the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy ſoule,and with thy ſtrength, (aith Moſer to 1{ acl, in Dent, 
6.5. Sorchat Chriſt mult not haue onely the loue of the eye, 
to behold his workes ; the loue ofthe care, to liſten to his 
words; the loue of thetongue, totalke of his wonders; the 
loue of the feet, to goe to his Templez the loue ofthe hands, 
to doc his bulineſle, the loue of the memorie, toremember 


him the louc of the minde, to plod vpon him and the my 
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of the hearteo longaſter him, bue hee mult haue all cheſe 
loues together. The fourth and laſt is, thatit mult be per- 
petuall, and not temporall, We mult noe loue him for atime 
alone, as for cerraine dayes, weekes, moiithes, or yeates. but 
we muſt loue him beyond all time,cuen for cuer and cuer. 
Be thou faubfull vnto the death, (faith Chriſt tothe Church of 
the Smurnens, Rew,2,10.)and ] will ge thee the crowne of life, 
T heSpouſe doth tell vsin Canr.$.6.7. Firlt,chat her loue is 
ſo well grounded towards Chriſt,that nothing can ouercome 
it, ortake it away from her ; neith:r perſecutions on the une 
lide, nor worldly promotions on the other, Surely,as no- 
thing can turne God from louing them, Rem. 8. 3 9. (o no- 
thing cancurne them from louing God, Rexel.12,11. eAH, 
21413. Inthis relpe&tthey are like the Vine, Oliue, and Fig- 
tree, that would not leaue their goodnelle, to goto be aduan- 
ced aboue thevther trees, Iudg. 9.9. &c. So that inthis re- 
gard, we mult follow Chriſts Commandement,when he (aid 
vato his Diſciples, eFbede mm my lower, l0b.1 5.9. 

Thus you haue heard in wr words,what manner of loue 
it is that we mult bearerowards Chriſt, when we doe accept 
of him for our Husband. Examine now in your owne ſoules, 
whether you haue this loue or no : if you haue it,bletſe God 
for it; butif you hauc it not, neuer be at reſt, till you haue 
gotten it. And fol leauethe Appellation, and come to the 
Declaration, containing in ir, Chriſts teaching, then the per- 
ſon whom het.ught. 

Spake and ſaid.) Here are two words vied.to expreſle his 
teaching by ; they difter not much in (ignification, The for- 
mer of them notcth out, aFit were, the opening of his 
mouth, and that he began firt, The later ſhewerth what he 
vtrered, when he did ſo open his mouth, and begin to ſpeake. 
The whicht. be (©, we may ſee, notonly by the force of the 
Hebrew word, here vſcd in the firſtplace, which doth ſigni» 
he, inſermenem prorump-re, vel clamare,to breake out into 
words, or tocry ; but allo by the vie of both the words here 
vled,as they arcjoyned together elſewhere inthe Scriptures: 
for if we markethem well, wee ſhall finde them fo taken, as 

namely, 
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namely, in 'Daniel, Chapter 3. 14.24.26. and Chapter 5.13, 
and Chapter 6.20. Suthat here is no myſteric, as | take 1t, in- 
cluded in this, that ewo words are vſed, and not one onely, It 
is to ſhew that Chriſt began to ſpeake firſt, and that he him 
ſclfe was content toteach his Church A man might iudge, 
chat it was the part of the Church firſt ro haue ſpoken to 
Chriſt, conlidering that hee had beene now abſent trom her 
for atime, and was now come againein kindnes to vilit her, 
She (hould haue called out of the houſe vnto him, and haue * 
willed himtocomein, But alas, there was too great carele(« 
neſlein her ; and therefore heis faineto begin with her him- 
ſelte, Thus doth God preuent vs with his graces:he comes 
home to our houſes, and knockes at our doores, and doth 
call vpon vs aluwde, before we will hcare him, and let him 
in, -6old, laith Chriſt, in Remnel.3.20, 1 ſtand at the doore,and 
knocke, rf any man heare my voice, and open the doore, | will com? 
mm vnto hum and wil ſuppe with him, and he with me, Yea, of- 
tentimes when he doth knocke, we will not ſeemeto heare, 
and(o ſuffer him to lay on, knocking till, vntill his head be 
full of dew, and his lockes with the drops of thenight: yea, 
which is morc,after that he hath awakened vs,and we cannot 
but ſpeaketo him, we are loath toariſe to let him in,making 
many vaine excuſes for that purpoſe, ſaying (amonglt other 
things)/ bawe pat off my coate, how ſhall I pmt it 0n?] bune waſh- 
ed my feete, how ſhall 1 defile them ?Cantes.;. 

Thus I migherunne on,to ſhew how backwardthe Church 
isonthe one (ide, and how forward Chriſt is on the uther,to 
doc her good ; but theſe things I will leaue ro your owne 
deeper conliderations, 

Here a man may demand.and aske,how Chriſt did ſpeake Ob;:&;on, 
to his Church : for we findein the Scriptures, that he doth 
it after ſundric ſorts, and chiefely foure wayes, Firlt,by his 
owne voice, and in his owne perſon. Secondly, by the voice 
of his Spirit. Thirdly, by the voice of an Angell. La(tly, by 
the voice of his Miniſter, 

Amonglt all theſe wayes, this laſt doth ſeemeto be the ,,,;,,,. 


onely way,becauſe that which is here vttered,belongs tothe 
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Church at all times, and in all ages of the world, 

Hou ſocuer, in that Chriſt is ſaid, to {pcake and lay, when 
the Goſpell was deliuered vnto her, wee aretaught thi Do- 
Arine, that our Sauiour leſus Chriſt hunſelte, 15 there tea- 
ching men where his Word is truly taught and deliver: d vn- 
to men, When Wiſedome had (ent firch her maidens. they 
are not ſaid tocry in the highelt places of the Citie, but ſhee 
is laid to cry,Pron.g.z. When Ao. ſpake to the old World, 
and forthe ſpaceof lixeſcore yearcs together did call ypun 
them for repentance and amendment of life, that ſo they 
might not be drowned with the Floud : hee is nor ſaid to 
preach ynto them bur Chrilt by his Spirit in him, 1 Per, , 
19.20, Laſtly, when the Apoſtles wentvntothe Gentiles, 
that were a farre off, and ſounded out rhe words of ctcrnall 
life vato them, for their (aluation: they them(clues are not 
ſaid to preach tothem, but Chriſt himſclfe, euen then,when 
he was in his owne perſon alcended vp into heau-n, and (ate 
there at the right hand of his Father, in the high. {t places, 
Ephbe/. 2. 17, Thusthen you lee, thatitis Clirilt, that doth 
teach men in the Preaching of the Word, 

And this our Saviour doth for two cauſes: the oneis in 
regard of his othce, for heeis the Angell of the Coucnant, 
Afsl.3 ,t.the Door of his Church, Afuth,2 3.8, The Wilc- 
dome of his Father, 1 /r.1.24. the word of God, ob. 1. :., 
and in one word, hceis ſent by Godto preach, Epbe/. 61. 2, 
The other is in reſpeR of his loue to man, who came into 
this world toſauc him, and not to damne him:for he knowes 
onthe on» lide, where novilionis, there che peopleperiſh, 
Pron,29.18. H (ca 4.6. Manth.15.14. And on the other, 
thatnone can know his Fathers will wthout him, vnlelle he 
doth r.ucile the lame vnto him, 7h, 1.18, 

This may teach vs, what to iudye of the preaching of 
Gods word : we mult nottakeit forthe word of man, bur as 
It is indeed, for the wordof God. So didthe Thulatomians, 

1 Theſ.2,13. As forthe Minſter, hee is but the voice, or 
truncke, whereby Chriſt doth. conucy heaucnly things vnto 
vs:1n which regard they are comparcdto Stewards,who muſt 


adnunilter 


on the 2. Chapter of the Canticles. 


ZI 


adminiſter, not cheir owne goods, but their maſters, arid one 
day muſt account for chem, 1 (97,4-1, Andtherefore looke 
whatſocuer the Miniſter of Gods word doth deliver vnto vs 
out of the word of God, that mult wee take as proceeding 
from God; and chinke that God,euen then, doth (peakevneo 
vs hunſelte from heaven, as indeed he doth z according to 
thatin 2 Cor,5.20, For this cauſe muſt we hearkon with rewe- 
rence,belceue wuh ({edf1ſIner,and pratiiſe with cbedience, nhatſe 
exer the Lord onr G4 hall mike knowne vito 1, But now,alas, 
many doectak r[1ue which is ſpoken, as the word of man,and 
calt ic behiaderheir backes, as a matter not much to be re- 
ſpecd:butthole that doe lo,doc delpile Gud himlelfe, L+k, 
10. t 6, As this may teach vs whatto1udge of preaching of 
the Word, (o it may allurc our foules to come vnto it. For 
ſhall Chrilt, lixe a Schoole-maſter, come toteach vs; and 
ſhall not we, like good (chollers, draw ncere to heare him? 
It the Kings Maieltic ſhould fer vp a (choole, and reade Le= 
ures vnto men, would notwe flocke vnto him, and prelle 
vpon him with great companies ? But behold. here is one 
gr-ater then the King, that doth come to teach vs: itis the 
King of Kings. and Lord of Lords, cuenthe very wiſedome 
of God itlclte, And therefore let vs haſten vnto his houſe, 
and attend at his gates, to heare what he ſhall ſay vntovs, In 
the laſt place wee haue here a caucat and a comfort for the 
Miniſter, in that he is but the voice and mouth of Chrilt,and 
the Word, that he doth ſpeake,is not his owne. A caueat, that 
hes doe veter nothiag, but what he is ſure doth come trom 
Chrilt, A comfort, in that he is{o highly aduanced, as that 
Chriſt is content to [peake vnto men by him and in him. Hee 
is no [cle honoured hereby, thenan amballadour is, when 
heeis made the mouthof his King, Tea much more honored 
then he, 

But to leaue Chriſt reaching, let vs come to the perſon 
whom hetaught, It was his Church, Ay welbelraed, ſhake, 
and [ard vwo me, Hee deth dire his werds to her, and not 
to others But why to her? Was ſhee now at this time igno- 
rant,and (0to be in{truſted ? Or was ſhe in trouble, and lo - 
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be comforted? Or was ſheinafaulr, and ſo to be correRed ? 
or was ſhee negligent in her dutie, and foto be quickned vp ? 
for which of theſe foure cauſes did he now {peake vnto her ? 
for the laſt, as the words following in the text it (clfe doe 
ſhew, where ſhe is willed to Ariſe, and to come away, Here 
1 mighe take an occalion, in that Chriſt doth thus dire his 
words vnto her, to ſhew vnto you, that the word of God is a 
treaſure beſtowed onely vpon the Saints, It is proper to 
Gods children onely, and not cummon to the wicked. For 
howſocuer the ſound thereof be gone through out the world, 
and all people haue heard the ſame, accurding to the lerter ; 
yet the ſauing fruit and benehrt thereof hath redounded one. 
ly tothem, that are of the houſe-hold of Faith. This 1 might 
ealily confirme vnto you to be true in three reſpets, The 
firſt is,for the knowledge of it : the ſecond;for the faith of it: 
and the third for the practiſe of it. For howſoever the wicked 
haue a certaine kinde of knowledge, and a certaine kinde of 
faich,and a certaine kinde of practiſe: yetthey have neither 
the lanifying knowledge of it,nor the iullifying faith of it, 
nor the vniuerſall praftfſe of it. The God of heauen hath kept 
theſe three as proper and peculiar Iewels for his owne alone. 

But this point I will paſſe ouer. The onely thing, that 
I will now vrge is this, that the beſt that are, are to 
be taught and (ſchooled in the wayes of their good, as 
the Church here was by our Sauiour. David was a man 
according to Gods owne heart: yet Nathan muſt come vn- 
to him to ſchoole him for his fault, which hee committed 
with /r:abs vvife, as it is in the beginning of the twelfth 
Chapter of the ſecond booke of Semuell. «Aſa was a refor- 
med,King ruling with his good, and remaining faithfull 
with his Saints : yet eFz4r44h the ſonne of Obed muſt come 
vnto him, to ſtirre him vp toſceke the Lord, asit is in the be- 
ginningalſo of the hfreenth Chapter of the ſecond booke of 
the Chronicles, Zerubbabel vvas a valiant Prince, and cou- 
ragious forthe honour of his GOD : yet Hazgay the Pro- 
phet,and Zac/ariabthe ſonne of 1dde,muſt come vnto him, 
tolerhim forward abour the building of Gods houſe at leru- 
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ſalem, as it is alſo in the beginning of the fift Chapter of 
Ezzra, In a vvard, to pretermit many cxainples, 7 amorhie 
was a rare youth, being more likean Angell deſcending from 
heauen, then a man — from the carth (hee did 
ſpend himlelfe, likeacandle, for the good of Gods people: ) 
ya Paul mult vvrite vato him two Epiſtles, to admoniſh 
him of his dutie, and to reach him how to behaue himſelfe 
inthe Church, the houſe of God, which is the ground and 
pillar of cruth. 1 7i#1.3.15. 

The reaſons hereof are three. Firſt, becauſethey are ig- x .,/4u, 
norant in many points, and doe not know all thoſe things, 
that concerne the Lords vvorſhip, and their owne peace. 
Here we know in part, and here wee Prophelic in part. 1 Cor, 
13.9 And howlocuer Daxsd was a deepe (choller, know- 
ing more then all his teachers, Pſa. 119. 99. yethee was (0 
blind in ſome things, that hee was more like a beaſt thercin, 
then a man, as hee doth confeſle of himſelfe in P/al. 73. 22. 
when he ſaith, So fooli/h was [ and ignorant : { was a beait be- 

fore thee, Secondly becauſe they are delinquents, and doe 
not pertorme all that which they know, but faile exceedingly 
therein, /n many things (faith [amer, Chapter 3. 2. ) wee /inne 
al, And although Saint P.»{ were a ſanQtified man farre a» 
boue many others, yet hce bewaylcth his owne eſtate in this 
regard very much, eſpecially, when hee faith in Rem. 7 1 9. 
1 doe not the good thing which { woullbut the emillywhich I would 
not, that doe I, Thirdly, becauſe they are faint-harted. and 
are ready oftentimes to giue ouer their goodnelle, chietely 
in the time of preſecution, «A: for me (faith Dazid, Plal, 
7}. 2.) My feete were almoſt gone,my ſteps had wel-neere flizt, 
And albeit Ehab was a rare man;one of 1000, yet in the an- 
guiſh oft his ſoule, hee dcfired, that hee might dic, and ſaid. 
It u now enow:b, O Lord, take my ſoule, for ] 1imno better then 
my fathers, 1 King. 19. 4+ In all theſe reſpeQts they are to be 
taught and ſchooled, that ſo they may not crre in iudge- 
ment, but hold all things, according to the truth; that ſo 
they may not wander out of the path of righteoulnelle, bur 
walke (till in the (ame; that ſo laſtly they may not faint ynder 
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any crolle or afflition, but beconſtantthercinto their dy» 
ing days. So that continuall teaching is necellarie tor them, 
in regard of determinationin matters of faith,of conuerſation 

in matters of workes, and of conſolation in matters of triall, 
The vſc hereof is three-fold : the firſt is concerning the 
Miniſter, the ſecond concerning the people, and the third 
concerning the Miniſter and the people, The Miniſteris here 
taught.that he mult never leauc off ceaching: he mult preach 
in (caſonandout of ſeaſon, and watch thereunto with all per- 
ſcucrance, 2 Tim.4,2, Ay brethren, therefore gine not oxer, 
bnt labony ſtsll time after time, ſo long as you line, for your pes 
gations will ſtill [and in xeed of teaching. The people are here 
{choolled, that they mult never giue over their ſchoolling z 
like (chollers, they mult to it, day after day, and weeke after 
weeke, during theterme of their whole lives. For doe they 
what they can, yet they will be ignorant (till, yet they will be 
faultie ſtill, yetthey will be faint-hearted (till, And therefore 
continuall preaching is as needfull for men, as the aire that 
we breath in, astheclothes that we walke in, as the food that 
we recciucin, as the houſes that we dwell in, and as the com- 
pany that weliuc in. Laſtly, here,both Minilterand people 
arcinſtruted toattend euermore to inſtruftion, The one 
mult employ his ſtudie diligently, that he may be able to in- 
ſtruc other further; and the other muſt frequent the Church 
carcfully, that they themſelues may be inſtructed further, 
The fruit whereof vnto them both, with their duties, the 
Apoſtle doth teach, in x 79w.4.16. when he faith, Take heed 
onto thy ſelfe,and vnio learning : continue therem, for m doing 

this, thow ſhalt both ſaue thy [elfe, and them that heave thee, 

Now vnto him that is able to doe exceeding abundantly 
abowe all that we aihe or thinke, according to the 
power that workethin vs, be praiſe in 
the (hurch by Teſs (arih, 
throughout all generati- 
ons, for ener, 
Amen. 


THE 


25 


iN 
= 


Or CuHrisTIAN LOvE, 


Canticles 2. verſe 10, 
Ariſe, my lone, my faire me, and come thy way, 


Mitting the P icall expolition of 
Y theſe words; the ſound whereof hath alrea- 


TELLER SENY dic peirced your cares, you haue nothing 


\ FESEZ=y A now torememberin ſumme (welbcloued in 
SFM the Lord) but the words which Chrilt did 

SEES vc vnto his Church, at what time hee 
ſpakevnto her,and did behold her thorow the window of his 
Goaſpell. Astoday inthe for6noone you hard her words of 
him; ſonow by Gods grace, you may heare his words to her. 
In which I commend to your conliderations two points. The 
firlt arecertaine Appellations; the ſecond certaine Exhorta- 
tions, T he appellations are two: thefirſt is, Ad owe: the (<- 
cond is, TM faire one, The Exhortationsare alſo two :1the 
firſtis, «Hye : theſecondis, Come away, The Appellations 
ſhew how well Chriſt is affeed towards his Church, The 


Exhortations declare, as it were, how well the Church oughe ' 


to beaffeRed towards Chriſt, The appellations are as argu- 
ments to moue her, And the Exhortations arcas duties mo- 


-ued vnto her. 


Butletvsproceed-in order, beginning firſt with the Ap- 
. K pellations, 


"The ſecond Sermon 


DoF, 


appcllations, and then comming afterwards vnto the Exhor- 
tations. The firſt appellation is this, Ay owe, Here you may 
callto minde,what was obſerued before 1 >5n this word, AH 
welbelened, for both of them are equivalent, and of one 
force. Bur yet here is furtherto be added ynto that : for the 
loue of Chrill may beconlidered three wayes, Firlt, it is ge- 
nerall towards all his creatures, whereby he loues them all, 
approving the ſame to be good, asthey proceed from him, 
andare hiscreatures, or the workmanſhip of his hands- Se- 
condly as it is ſpeciall towards mankinde, in that he was con- 
tent to become a Redeemer for mankinde, after their fall, 
andnot for any other creature, no not for the Angels that 
fell as well as man. Laſtly, as it is proper to his Ele or cho- 
ſen ones, whereby he accepts ofthem to life euzrlalting,and 
hath a purpoſe to doe them good for euermore, 

Now inthislalt ſenſe is the word here to be raken, where- 
fore from hence we may ſafely colle&rthis DoAtine, that le- 
ſos Chriſt our Sauivuris (uch an one;as doth loue his Church 
and people well: they are deare vnto him, they are his dar- 
ling and his loue; they are ſuch, on whom his heart is (cr. 
So much doth Paul teach vs, when he faith, efud walke in 
Hour, enen as Chrift bath lowed v1, and bath ginen bimſelfe for 
v1, Epheſ.5.2, So much doth Jobs teach vs, when hee faith, 
eAnd from Ieſms Chrift, which «© « faithful witneſſe, and the 
firit begotten of the dead, and Prince of the Kings of the earth: 
wnto bum that loned vi,and waſhed v1 from our ſins in his blood, 
Rexel, 1.5, So much doth Zachary teach vs, when hee laith, 
For he that toucheth you, toxcbeth the apple of bus eye, Zach,z,s. 
So muchdoth Zephani teach vs, when he ſaith, Revoyce O 
dug bter Sim, be yee joyfall,O Iſrael, be gla1 and reiozee with all 
three heart, O daughter Jeruſalem: The Lord thy Ged in the 
middeſt of thre us might», he will ſane,he will qiet hamiſelfe in his 


lone, be will reiogee over thee with icy, Zeph.3.14.17. Somuch/ 
inone word, doth Chriſt himſclfe teach vs, when he ſaith, 4 


new conmandement gine [ vnto you, that yow lone one another, 4s 
I hane loued yn,that ye alſo loue one another, Tob,1 4.34. Then, 
ashe loued John his Diſciple, /ob,2 0,2. and as heloued Pani 
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his Apoſtle, Gel. 2. 20, and as hee loued Lazarx his friend, 
togethe 


er with his two ſiſters CAlartba and AMary,Jobn 11.5, 
ſo doth hee loue all thule that doe belong vnto him. 
The reaſons to moue him herevneoare chicfely foure. The Reaſon, 
firſt is, becauſe ſhee is part of himlelfe, For no man exer yet 
| bated his owne fleſh, but nouriſbeth and cheriſhath it, even 44 the 
Lord doth the Church for we are member: of bit body,of bus fleſh, 
and of bis bones, _ 5-29 30. The ſecond is, becauſe thee 
is like himſelfe, hauing the image of his owne Maieſtic 
ſtamped in her. As he is holy, ſo ſhee is holy, Canr.4.7.For 
Simile ſimils gandet : like doth reioyce in like, as it is in our 
ouerbe, The third is, becauſe ſhe doth loue him and hath 
ome good care to worſhip and {erue him, For hee cannoe 
but loue ſuch againey and that according to his owne word 
and promiſe, when he laith : He that hath my commandements, 
and krepeth theme be that loneth mezand he that loueth me,ſhall 
be loned of my fathery and 1 will loue him and will pew mine 
owne ſelfe unto hum, lobn 14. 21, The fourth is, becauſe ſhee 
is redeemed by him, and it did coſt him much before hee 
could get her, yea morethen ſiluer and gold, cuen bis owne 
hartblood, as Peter dothwell note,in x1 Per. x. 18. 19. When 
hee faith, Knewing that you were not redeemed with corruptible 
thing 1, 45 | , old, from your vaine connerſation, receined 
by the traditions of your fatbers, but with the pretions blood of 
Chrift, as of a lambe vndefiled, and withoxt ſpot, For the 
we giue for things, the greater value and price doe we evi 
on the things. ; \ 
But to leaue the reaſons of this dotrine, and tocometo Uſe, 
the vſcs of it, this loue that is in Chriſt towards his Church, 
oy ſerueys well for pondac —cophimgre is, to allure 
of glory to come. For itisv they ſhould peri 
wo the ſauiour of the world doth loue, dom hee 
hath choſen for his vvife. Doubtleſſe nothing ſhall hinder 
their ſaluation, but all things ſhall worke for there belt for 
the accompliſhment thereof, KR ewe. $. 28. Well therefore 
mightour ſauiour lay ofthem,as hedoth in /»b», Chapter 10, 
| a 237, 28. 29, My ſeepe bere my vojce, and 1 know —_— 
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they follew mee, and 7 poue ts them eternall life, and they ſhatt 
newer periſh, neuher ſhall any placke them ont of mine hand : 
My father which gane them mee « er then all, and none 
3 able to take them ont-of my fathers :1 and my Father are 


one. 

The ſecond is, to open vnto vs our dignitie aboue 0- 
thers. As /chn did (lay, behold, what lowe the father bath ſhew«= 
ed on v1,that wee ſhould be called the ſonnes of God.1 lobn 1, 1, 
So may I ſay, behold what louethe ſonne Hath ſhewed on vs, 
that we ſhould be called the wife of God:for ſoweare in many 
places of the ſcriptures, Surely there are none in the world 
aduanced to this degree of honour, but our fclues,vvho are 
of the Church, Oh my deare brethren, can vyce conſider 
enough of this ? of can 'vyee exprelle &, as it'doth'deſerue ? 
Whar ? is it true indeede, that the forme'of God, yea the one- 
ly ſonncof God, who is the heire apparent of all the world, 
doth loue vs poore and ſinnefull vvretches, and that hee is 
well content to marry with vs, and to take vs home to hims 
(eife for his wife ? wonderfull } Oh wonderfoll }what a thing 
is ehis? medieate, Oh mediate, 1'beſeech you,vpon this poine 
both day andinight, and eurnei to your good, 

The third is,to comfort vs againſt the of this world, 
Here wee ſhall be difpifed, and be had in great contempt and 
diſgrace, Joby 1 5.19, Math. 15, 22, But as E/kanah Lid to 
Hannah his wite; Why weepeft then? and why eateft thow not ? 
and why © thine heart troubled? am not ] better to thee then 
ten ſonner? 1 Sam, 1.8. Somay wet ( briit ſay onto vi? why are 
you ſad? or why are you priened? Ir not my lone better to you 
thewthe lowe of all the world} Doubtleſſe, Gods children doe 
tmde.irfo co be, Their owne:life is not ſo fweet vnto them, 
as the loue of Chriſt;aceording to David: words, in P/al. 63, 
3- Wherezlpeaking vnto God, hedothfay, for thy lowing kinds 
neſſe us better then bife, therefore my lips ſhall praiſe thee. But that 
we may indcede receiuefull comfort from hence, let vs con- 
ſider in few words, what manner of loue it is that Chriſt doth 
bearevnto vs, In it, I eornmend vnto you foure confidera- 
ble properties. Thre firſt is, the greatnelle of it. The ſecond 


is, 
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is, the ſingularitie of ie. The third is, the commodity of it. 
The fourth and laſt is, the perpetuitie of ir. For the firlt; ic 
is ſo great that wee cannot by our ſhallow.rcaches compre- 
hend it: if all che land vvere paper, and all the vvater vvere 
incke, and all the plants were pens, andall the creatures were 
writers, yet they would not, nay,yet they could not expretſe 
the greatnelle of ir, as it duth deſerue. For as the Apollle 
Saint 'Pa«l doth teach vs, the loue of Chriſt patſeth know- 
ledge. Epheſ. 3. 19. For the ſecond, it is (o lingular, that all 
are not made pertakers of it, but the ele onely: onely the 
Church is interelled in this loue. Epheſ. 5. 25. Inthis reſpeR 
ſhe is compared to a garden, that is inclofed, to a {pring that 
is (hut vp, andto a fountaine that is ſcaled falt, in Cane. 4. 12. 
So then, as Chriſt did not pray fortheworld, but for his Di- 
{ciples onely vvyhich were in the world, /obn 15. 9. So hee 
loues not the world, but thoſe of his owne which are inthe 
world. For the third, it is (o commodious that to vs it is better 
then all the world, yea more ſweet and pleaſant vnto vs 
then any coltly banquet vyhatſocuer, made of wine, and 0- 
ther pretious things. Let him ksſe mee ((aith the (pouſe) with 
the kuſſes of bis month, for thy lone 1s better then wine, Cant. 1.1, 
We need not doubt of this, becauſe without Chriſt we are all 
bur damned perſons, but hauing Chriſt, wee ſhall be ſaued. 
Ib. .16,18.and t {oh, 5.11. 12. But yet remember what 
theCH v & c H doth ſay: bke the apple tree ((aith ſhee) among 
the trees of the forreſt, ſo is my welbeloned among the ſonnes 
of men : wnder his ſhaddow had 1 drliiht and fate aowne, 
and hu fruit was ſweet unto my month, Cant, 2. 3, For the 
fourth and laſt, it is ſo perpetual, that nothing can breake it 
off, but it doth continue tor cues : well chermountaines may 
remoue, and the hills may fall downe, but Gods mercy ſhall 
never depart from vs,neither- (hall the couenant of his peace 
fall away, faith the Lord that hath compaſſion on vs. E/a. 
54.10. Thoſe whom Chriſt doth once loue, hee will be lure 


to loueto the end. /eb. 1 3.1, So that nothing can (eperate 


vs fromthe loue of our God, Row. 8, 39. Now my brethren, 


ſhall not this comfore vs againſt the hatred of the vvorld ? 
; Kz When ' 
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When any doth beginne to deſpiſe vs, let vs cheere vp our 
hearts with this,that Chriſt doth loue vs. For what are they 
to Chrilt ? [s not his loue better then all their loues?Behould, 
they are poore, but he is rich:they are weak, but he is ſtrong: 
they are fooliſh, but he is wiſe: they are baſe, but he is hono- 
rable: ina word,they are morrtall, but heisa God immortall, 
Therefore lctnot che diſpleaſure of this world daunt vagbut 
let his fauour evermorecomfort vs, 

The laſt is,to inflame our loues towards him, and to blow 
the coales thereof,thart they may burne out mure and more, 
The loue of Chrils (faith Saint Pas/) conftraineth vs,z Cor, 
5-14. Andthe Church doth tell vs,that Chriſts loue was as a 
banner ouer her.to draw hervnto him, Cant. 2.4, Letit then 
worke vpon our ſoules,and mouethem to affeRt him, What ? 
ſhall hee loue vs, and ſhall not we loue him againe ? What ? 
ſhall he preferre vs before all theworld and ſhall we preferre 
theworld before him ? God forbid, as he doth loue vs,ſo ler 
vs touc him againe. Doubtlelſe,if ſome great man ſhould of= 
ferthis loue to a poore woman of the countrey, and be well 

leaſedro takeher for his wife, we mightwellchinke hereo 
diſtrated of her wits,if ſhe ſhould refuſe him, and not re- 
quice him againe with the like loue towards him. Soafter the 
lame (ort,may wethinke our (elues bereft of all our ſenſes, if 
we loucnotthe Lord leſus, ſeeing he hath loued vs ſodeare. 
ly. Wherefore to end this point, let his loue encreaſcour 
loue, and knit our hearts the faſter vnto him. Hitherto hath 
reached the firſt Appellation, the ſecond doth nuw offerie 
{elfe eo our examination, 

Ay faire one.) Here ſcemes to be a wonder, that the 
Church is faire, who ſaid of her (clfe, that ſhee was blacke, 
Cant, 1. 4.5. But a greater wonder, that Chriſt ſhould ſay, 
that ſhe was faire: for man may bedeceiued, but Chriſt can- 
not. Surely man may praiſe one to be faire, when it is no- 
thing ſo ; butChriſtcannotdoe ſo. Man (wee know) may 
<rre in his iudgement, for want of skill and knowledge, ta- 
king that for faire whichis foule, beingabuſed by his igno- 
rancein diſcerning formes and complexion ; but Chriſt can- 

not, 
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not, becauſe in him are hid all the treaſures of knowledge 
and vnderſtanding, (5//,2.3,Man we knuw may pronounce 
a falſe lentence (though he had a tru: and ſound iudgemeat) 
for want of ſight in beholding the partie,cither his eyes may 
be dimine, or elſe che members of the body may be couered 
and kept frum his light ; but Chrilt cannot, becauſe his cyes 
arcas bh mes of tire to behold allthings moſtclearely, R evel, 
1. 14. and allthings doe ſtand naked and open before him, 
Hebr,4.t 3. Man (we know) will lie and flatter, {peaking of- 
ten contrary to his judgement and light,to curry-tauour with 
men and women ; but Chriſt cannot ; becauſe hee is truth it 
lelfe, /oh.14.16, He cannot [peakedillemblingly to pleaſe a- 
ny, but as the very truth is, ſo doth he alwayes ſpeake, Man 
(wee know) througha fooliſh and beſotted loue, may take 
oneto befaire, whichis foule, accordingto our proucrbe; 
Lniſquis amal ranam, ranam puta eſſe Dianan, 
Woo ſo doth tone the froege in dike, 
H* thinkes the (ame Diana bike, 

So ſtrongly doth affeRion leade a mans minde to a falſe 
tudgement z but Chriſt cannot, becauſe he reſpeRs no mans 
—_ aboue another, bur doth reach the way of the Lord 
truely, Afarth,2 2,16, Finally, man (we know) will extoll and 
commend alittle very highly,and a ſmall beautic in his lighe 
will ſeeme to be very great : but Chriſt cannot, becaule he is 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, Rexel. ly. 16. Then 
ſecing that Chriſt, who cannot erre in iudgement, who doth 
ſee all things molt plainely, who will flatter no perſon, but 
ſpeake accordingto the truth, who chrough loue cannot mi- 

ake, but take cucry thing as it is, who laſtly doth dwell in 
glory and Maiz(tic vnſpeakeable, doth here praiſe his Spuuſe, 
and commend her fairenes, we may well (ce by it, that her 
beauty doth excell and that in pulchritude ſhe is moſt adn» 
rab 


le. 
From hence then let vs gather this Doatine, that the 


Church of God is faire and beautifull inthe eyes of Chrilt 
her husband, Large commendations are giuen vato it in this 
book often,but I will onely touch a place or twoxthe fir(t ſhal 


be + 
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be out of the firſt Chapter,the other out of the fourth. Inthe 
firſt chapter and fourteenthverſe,we findtheſe words ſpoken 
by our Sauiour vnto his Spouſe, Ad lowe,bebeldyhowart farre, 
b:beld thow art fairethine eer are like the doves, And in the 
fourth chapter and ſeauenth verſe, he doth {peake thus vnto 
her, Thow art all faire ny lone,and there 11 no ſpot in thee, Damd 
alſo ſpeaking of her inthe 45 .Plalme, verl. 1 3, 14. doth break 
out into thele words,and ſay,T be Kings daughter us all glorious 
within, her clothing us of brojdred gold, ſhee ſhall be brought unto 
the King in raiment of needle-worke, And whereas the Saints of 
God,that ſtand on Mount Sion with leſus Chriſt the Lambe, 
and haue his Fathers name written in their forchcads, are de- 
ſcribed out at large vnto vs in the fourteenth chapterof the 


. Rewelations, and the beginning thereof. Amongſt other 


things there alcribed vntothem, this is one, 7 hat i= therr 
mouther there 1 found no gunle,and that they are without [pet be- 
fore the throne of God, verl.5. Ina word, it is ſaid, in Rev.19 8. 
that there is granted vntothe wife of Chriſt, That ſve cud be 
arrayed with pure fine lmnen,and ſining aud that this fine lumen 
1 the{righteouſneſſe of Saints, T hus % words it is apparene 
that the Church is faire and beautifull in the eyes of Chriſt. 
Not, that ſhe glittereth wich outward and ſenſible beaurie, 
which asit is remoued fromthe roote of Jeſſe, that had no 
forme in it to be delired, Eſay 53. 2, ſo are his branches and 
members burnt and {wootie, as if they had lien among the 
pots,Pſal.68.T3. but this her beauty is inward,and according 
to that whichis inthe heauens aboue,P/al.45.1 3 le Randeth 
notin a faire white 8kinne, or ina goodly complexion, and 
well made body,nor yet in gorgeous garments,or rich cxter- 
nall ornaments, whether the ſame doe reſpeRtthe bodie of 
man,or the outward worſhip of the Lord ; but it ſtandethin 
the glorious and glittering robes of Ieſus Chriſt, and his righ- 
 ecoulnes, which we call In#t:ficatiow, and In the precious and 
moſt ſhining ornaments of the holy Spirit, and his graces, 
which we terme Santtification, Doubrleiſe our Sauiour doth 
.not looke vpon the Church as ſhee isin her (elfe by nature, 
andas ſhe is polluted by many (ins and tranſgreſſions : bur he 
doth 
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doth behold her,as ſhe is iultified in himſelfe (hauing all her 
iniquiics doncaway through his death and paſſion and Rtan- 
ding molt iuſt and vprightin the Gaghe of God his Father, 
through the impurativnot his rightcouſnelle and obedience) 
and as ſhe is antihed already in pare, by theworking of the 
Spirit thraugh the Word and Sacraments,and ſhall be here» 
after in whole,when the is received vp intothe heauens, and 
there really married vato him in all ioy and telicitie for cuer- 
more. For as a man who doth louc his Bride well, doth not 
fixc his eyes vpon her blemiſhes, and defaulrs, but doth ouer- 
looke them,and behold onely her comely parts, her parery 
tage, her friends, her beautie, her wildome, her modeltic her 
dowrie, her rich ornameats, and (ſuch things alone, as may 
commend her, and make herto be gratious in his eyes ; {o 
deales here our Sauiour leſus Chrilt:though his Spouſe haue 
many imperteions and blemiſhes about her, yer he doth (et 
none of them in the ſight of his countenance, buecaſting his 
eycs,as it were,oucr and belidesthem, he doth onely behold 
ſuch things in her,as are molt comely and excellent. He doth 
ſee how (he is borne againe,and madea new creature by the 
working of his holy Spirit. Hee doth ſee, how ſhee 18 clenſed 
from all her (ins by his blood and bitter paſſion, He doth ce 
how ſhe is clothed with his righteouſnes,and with that perfect 
obedience which he yeelded vnto his Father inall che points 
of his law, He doth ſec how ſhe is re-created and made againe, 
in ſome part,accordingeo his owne Image, in vnder(tanding 
and holines,in faith, hope, loue,feare,hunwlity,patience,know 
ledge, and many other graces abuunding in her more and 
more. Finally.he doth ſec, how ſhee ſhall be decked with all 
graces hereafter, and be beautified with all rich ornaments 
whatſocuer,cuen inthe end of the world, when all imperfeRi« 
ons ſhall be taken away frum her,and ſhe ſhall be made per- 
fe& in cuery reſpeRt and conliderativun, And for this cauſe 
doth he herecommend her beauty,and lay,that />e is faire. So 
that this is in adouble regard,the one is of luſtification, which 
ſhe hath from him ; and the other is of SanRifcation, which 
ſhe hath from his - x hep by him ſhe is iuſtifed, and by his 
Spirit ſhceis ſanRificd, 1 Cor, 6,11, Whereforethen, wee = 
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made faire two waics, The firſt is by the impuration of Chriſts 
moſt excellent forme vnto-vs, The ſecond ts by a reall tran(- 
fuſion of his louely graces into vs: for he doth borh clen(e vs 
from our ſinnes, and alſocloth vs with chelil«en robes of in- 
herent holinetle. 

The knowledge of this DoQtrine is profitable vnto vs ma- 
ny wayes: firſt,for Conſolation : {ccondly, for Exhortation, 
and thirdly,for Confutation.For Conſolation, becauſe we may 
from hence receiue ſome comfore, in that we are faire in his 
eycs, whois ablc to ſaue vs. It is the whole delire of the 
Ghurchto be comely and handſome in the eyes of Chriſt If 
heaccept of her,and think her faire,it is all well, what can ſhe 
deſire more?A (ingularioy it muſt needs then be vnto her to 
vnderſtand for certaine, that ſhe is trim and beautifull indeed 
in his ſight. And therefore Chrift,as it were,to cheare her vp, 
doth pronounce, in manner as you haue heard, that ſhee i 


fawe, We may reioyceandtriumph in this, cuen ſo many as 


vnfainedly doc loue him, thatweareſo comely and pleaſing 
in his eyes, The Diuell, as he bath in one hand the glalle of 
Selfe-lone,to (et before men,to drawthem on to their linnes, 
that ſo they therunto looking, may Narci/m-like,berauiſhed 
with their owne beauty : fo hee hath in the other hand, the 
glaſſe of Gods-law,to p—_ vntothem, to terrifie them for 
their (lins,that ſothey beholding themſelues therein,may 1#- 
das-like, goe and hang themſelucs, But againſt this his poi- 
ſon,we haue here a good Antidote,if he cry out and ſay, 7 bow 
art a deformed perſon, thew art foule and filthy, thy ſint are many 
and rrienon the Loyd of glory cannot regard thee &c. Doe thou 
reply this anſwere backe againevnto | _—_ lay, Anoid Sa- 
Lan,anoia thou lyer 3 it is not true which thow doeſt ſay, | ame faire 
aud beautifull, and the God of beanen doth reffett me, | will be- 
leene bum, that here ſpeaketh, who truth it ſelfe ; but ] will not 
belcene ther, who haſt beene a murtherer and a ther from the be- 
ginneng, Joh, $. 44. Wherefore my brethren, comfort your 
ſclues with theſe things : for looke what Chriſt doth here 
ſpeake rothe whole Church, the ſame hee ſpeaketh ro cuery 
faithful perſon in the Church, Is there faith, repentance, loue, 
feare, zcale,humility,and a care of true godlines within thee ? 

then 
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then palle not for any temptation of Satan : for although 


there be the remnants of lin abiding ſtill in thee, anda mtx- 


ture of divers infirmities with thy heauenly graces;yet this is 
nottaken away from thee, Ay lewe, my faire one : for Chrilt 
doth behold thy vertues,and comely ornaments, wherewith 
thou art decked, and hedothnot ſtand gazingvpon thy lins 
and deformities,wherewith thou art polluted : he is content, 
as it were, to ouer-logke them, andto pallethem ouer, as if 
they were not,and thatas it may ſeeme forthele caules Firlt, 
becauſe they are already doneaway from thee by his merit 
and death, when he died for thee. Secondly, becauſe they are 
ouer-reached, and out-yalucd by his graces and gifts in thee, 
which doe far ſurmountthem all. Thirdly,and lattly,becauſc 
he will wholly purge thee fromehem in the end,when he ſhal 
take thee out of this world, and make thee (it with him in the 
higheſt heauens. In regard whereof, our Sauiour doth iudge 
thee to beneuer a whit,as it were, the lefle beautifull and faire 
in his eyes, for thy tranſgreſſions, thenif thou had(t none ar 
all: cuen as a Bride-groome with vs,doth thinke his Bride to 
be nothing theletle comely or handſome for alittle dirt chat 
is vpon her, which is not naturall and continuall,but acciden- 
tall and vaniſhing,as who hath contracted the ſame vnto her 
ſelfe by her labour and paines, about ſome foule and filthic 
worke,and may calily alfo waſh the ſame away from her with 
water at any time, when ſhe will. Wherefore finde out thoſe 
graces of SanQtification, which I nominated cuen now, and 
though they be not perfe or full within thee, yet be (ure 
they be in truth and (incerity,and doubt not, but that thou arr 
molt faire and beautifull inthe ſight of the euer-living God, 
pratethe diuel, or the world, never ſo much tothe contrary. 
For Exhortation, becauſe we may from hence be (tirred 
vp to vieall poflible meanes,to get ſome holines and righte» 
oulnes vnto our (clues,that as the Church is faire, ſo we our 
ſelues alſo may be faire. Surely,vnleſe that we be pure be in- 
nocent, be patient,be louing, be humble, be faithfull,be iuſt;;n 
one word,be deuout and religious z we cannot, nay,we may 
not perſwade our (clues, that wee are of the Church, In the 
Churchindeed we may be, butof the Church we carmot = 
L 2 or 
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for that is a company of Saints,or holy ones alone. They are, 
as Peter doth ſpeake ofthem, 1 Pet.2.9, A choſen Generation, 
arojall Pricithood, an boly Nation,and 4 pecnliar people, ro ſpew 
forth the verinet of him that hath called them ont of darknes m- 
to Lis marneilous liht, It wee reade ouer the holy Scriptures, 
wee (hall ncuer finde, that any doe belong toChriſt, who are 
not holy andrighteous like to Chriſt, They that are (hrifte 
(Gith Saint Pawl,Galath, 5.24.) bane crucified the fleſh with the 
eff« ions and the lufts, Againe, If any wan be in ( bri#i((aith he, 
2 Cor,5.17,) let him be a new creature, Old things ave paſſed a- 
way, behold, all things are become new, 1n this ({aith Saith Zobn, 
1 1oh.;.10,) arethe children of God knowne,and the children of 
the Dizell:whoſoener doth mot righteonſner,us not of God neither 
be that lometh net his brother Likewiſe, he faith, verſ. 2, Ande- 
wery man that bath this bepe in bim, purgeth himſelfe,cnen as he 
7s pare, Wherfore, my brethren,let this awaken vs vp,that we 
may be from hence-forward vpright and innocent perſons, 
as we ought to be, hauing both the righteouſnelic of Telus 
Chrilt vpon vs,andthe holines of the (pirit within vs, For al- 
beit,when our Sauiour did firſt calt a love vnto vs, we were as 
loathlome and vgly creatures, and lay wallowing in our 
blood, Ez.1 6.6.yet now lince heis contentto take vs for his 
o4nc, let vs notlic any longer in our filthines, but waſh our 
ſelues in his blood, and bathe our foules in the water of his 
Spirir, Inthis regard we mult be ike Rebecca, when ſhewas 
brought to 7/aak for a wife : and vnto the Virgins at Su/han, 
when the King eAſſ#er#« was to goe invnto them. We muſt 
be alteredand changed cleane from that wee were in former 
times. We mult now haue our hands adorned with the brace- 
lets of good and charitable workes vnto our brethren. Wee 
mult now haueour cares hanged with the earings of faith 
andobedienceto Gods word. We muſt now haue our neckes 
beautified with the golden chaine of Chriſtian vereues, In a 
word, we ourſelues muſt now bewholly perfumed with the 
lweet ointments,and plcalant odorsof leſus Chriſt,and of his 
Spirit; elſe How ſhall wee jw our ſelues, thatweeareof 
the number of the Church, whenwe our clues are not faire, 
ike yntothe Church, 


For 
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For confutation,becaule we may from hence haue ſuffici- 
ent matter,to confute not onely thoſe, who are foule and fil- 
thy in their waycs, to be no wife at all vnto Chriſt, but alſo 
thoſe chat hold vs to be ſo loathlome vnto God, that we may 
not goe vnto him immediately our ſelues in our. prayers and 
ſupplications, but mult vſc certaine mediators and interceſ- 
ſors, who may pray vnto him for vs, and obtaine that ofhim 
that we ſue vnto him tor.For (urely,ſecing weare precious in 
the light of Chrilt,and faire in his cies,there is no doubt at all 
to be made, but that we may with boldnes and confidence of 
heart come before him in our owne perſons, with all our prai- 
ersand (upplications,tocraueot him whatlocucris according 
to. his will,cither reſpcRing his glory,or the (aluation of our 
foules.For this vie doth he himſclfe make of this DoQtrins,as 
we may (ce, by (ant.2.1 4+ when he doth viethcle words vato 
his Church,laying, 1 done that art in the hiles of therocke, in 
the ſecret places of the ſtairer, ſhew me thy ſight let me heave thy 
v 4:6, for thy voice is [weet, and thy ſight comely, He perſwades 
her to comevato him by this reaſon or argument, cuen be. 
cauſe (hee is faire and comely in his ſight. So that our pul- 
chritude or beautie ſhould allure vs ,vato him... But let vs 
heare what Rome doth ay to the contrary, As a meane and 
lilly ubie& (Gith ſhe) is vaworthy to come in his owne per. 
ſon with his ſuits vnto his King or Prince,and thereforemuſt 
vſclome Courtiers or perſons of eſtate to be ſpokeſ-men foc 
him,and to commend his luite ynto his Kingor Prince, that 
ſo he may the ſooner obtaine it. So man,through his (ins and 
corruptions,is altogether vynworthy,to preſent himſelfe in his 
owne perſon, before Ieſus Chriſt the King of Kings, and the 
Prince of Princes;and therefore in all fubmiſſon 5 mult vſe 
the mediation cicher of Saints or Angels, when he is tocom- 
mence any ſuite vnto him,if he purpaſe toſpeed therein,and 
to have the ſame granted vnto-him, For this cauſe ſhe iumps 
right with the Heathen people of old,andthe graceletle natt- 
ons of the world. For as they conſtituted and made feuerall 
g_ goddetlzs,for ſcuerall nations, for feuerall times, for 

uerall creatures,and for the ſeuerall parts of mans body:{o 
doth ſhe ſubordinate and appoaine for all thele,ſeucrall Saints 


or 
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or Angels : as for example they had Neprane for Troy, Venus 


for Cyprus, neraa for Athens, /ans for Carthage,and /wpt- 
ter for Rome: {o ſhe hath $. George for England, $, Andrew 
for Scotland,S. Parricke for Ireland, S. Denns for France, S, 
Tamer for Spaine,and S.Pasl and Peter for Rome, They pray- 
&d to Marr and Beffova in the ttme of warre, to Ceres inthe 
time of ſcarcity,to eA/calapres in the time of licknes,to Leber 
inthetime —_— to Bacchw inthe time of hunger, to 
Neptune inthetime of tempeſts,& to /wne inthe time of child- 
bed. So ſhe prayeth to S.George in the time of war,to S, Awne 
inthe time of ty,toS.Roch in the time of lickencs, to 
S. Leonard im the time of captivity,to $.Urbare iri che time of 
hunger,to S. Nicholas in the time oftempelſts,and tothe Vir- 
gin Mary in the time of child-bed. They conſecrated the 
Swan vnto Apells,the Peacock to /wno,the Doue vato YVews, 
the Night-crow vnto Mmerna, the Dogge vnto ary, the 
Honey vnto Mercury, the Wheat vnto Cerer,&theroſe vnto 
Capid. So ſhe hath conſecrated her Shcepe vnto Fandelme, 

er Horſes ynto Ex/ogrws, her Oxen to Lake, her Purle to 
Syrhe,and het Pigges to «Anthony, Finally, they allottedto 
Minernathe head,to [wne the heart, to Mars the breaſt, to 
Inpiter the ſpirit, to Mercury the tongue, to Bacchmns the 
throat, to Hercules the armes, to Cupid the liver, to «Apollo 


the palmes,and to Yeme: theſecrets, So ſhe hath allorted to 


Ana#ftatins her headto Otiliaher eyes,to Apollonia her teeth, 
to Blaze hernecke,andto Eraſmus her belly. Of theſe things 
we may reade a little inthe booke of Martyrs, where theſe 
verſes among(t many others, are compoſed and ſet downe 


forour inſtruction. 


To Samt Sythe for my parſe, 
Saint Loy,ſave mine horſe, 
For my teeth ro Saint Apoline, 
To Sant Tob for the Poxe, 
Saint Luke ſave mme Oxe, 
Saint Anthonie ſane my fine, 
To Maifter lon Shorne, 
That bleſſed mas borne, 
For the ague to bim we apply. 
Whh 
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Which wegleth with 4 boote, 

I b-ſhrow his beart vote, 
That wil truſt hun, and it be 1, 
Such was our truſt, 

Sach was our laft, 

Von creatures to call and cry, 
eA1 men did pleaſe, 

For ewery diſcaſe, 

To have 4 god peculiarly, 

But what ſhall wee doe vvith this rabble and vnknowne 
reve of Saints?wenced them noe,For we our (clues may goc 
boldly vneo Teſus Chriſt without cheir mediation or others: 
for he doth well accept of vs, and we are faire and beautifull 
in his eyes, yea,hee doth take great delight and pleaſure in 
our preſence and company, as it is intimated by the ſpirit of 
God in P/al. 45. 8+ vvherc it is ſaid, that the Saints of God 
doe make him glad, while he is in the Iuory pallaces with 
them, Let vs therefore goe vnto-him in our uwne perſons, 
and not truſt vnto the mediation of others,whether they be 
Saints ur Angels. And as for this limilitude, which the Syna- 
gogue of {ome doth alledge, derived from an earthly King 
and his manner of dealing with his ſubiets,v:z. poſſe no: per 
i/tos ire ad deum,ſicut per comes peruemtur ad regem,that men 
by ſuch mediators may goeto God, as they gue to Kings by 
thoſe who are honuurable intheir courts. I anſwere with Saint 
e Ambroſe, who did obuiate the fame obieRion in his time, 
hoc eſt mera 1s excuſatrone, that this is to pretend a miſera- 
ble excuſe, For there 1s no good fitneiſe or agreement be- 
twixr it, and chat, forthe whichit is produced, neither in re- 
gard of Chriſt himlelfe, nor of his Saints ard Angels. 

Not of Chriſt himielte, becauſe there are theſe differen= 
ces betwixt him, andan earthly King, Firſt, he can heare all 
ſuites and (upplications, which may be put vpvnto him : but 
an earthly King cannot, becauſe his bulineſle will not afford 
him ſo much time. Sccondly, hee can-be in no danger of 
licknelle or deſtruction, by the admirrance of any perſon in- 
to his preſence: but an earthly King may, becauſe his body 


is ſubit ro dilcalcs and death as well as others,which _y 
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and death may calily þ& brought vpon him by contagious 
and treacherous perſons, if once they may hauc their tree 
accelle vnto him vvhen they vvill. Laſtly, hee cannot be 
decciued by the falſe informations of ſuch (uppliants, as doe 
come vnto him, as who doth behbld all things, and ice the 
very (ecrers of the hart within,but an earthly King may, be- 
cauſe oftentimes both the per{ons themlclucs, and alſo their 
ſuites are vnknowne vnto him. , 

Not of his Saints or Angels, becauſe there are theſe dila- 
grecments betwixt them and worldly courtiers. Firlt, they 
cannot heare vs when we ſpeake vnto them, nor vndertland 
what wee (ay in our praiers before them (for that is a thing 

roper. and p_ to God alone ro heare them that are 
reabſcnt from him,and to vaderſtand what. is in their harts 
and (oules within :) but worldly courtiers may heare and vn- 
derſtand thole ſupplications, which are brought vnro them, 
becaule they are (ct downe in plaine termes and words before 
their eyes. Secondly, asthey have acceile vnto Ieſus Chrilt, 
lo the reſt of the Saints haue vyhich are living vpon the 
earth, for the throne of grace is open as well for theſe as for 
them. Heb. 4-16, and Chapter ro. 19. 20. Epheſ. 2. 18. but 
yyorldly courticrs may come in boldly vnto their King, 
when others are ſhut out, becauſe their taithfulnes is knowae, 
andthey haue ſome ſervice to doe about his Maic(tie. Finally, 
as they haue grace and fauour in the light of Chritt for the 
procurement of any benefit or good turne, fo all the reall 
members of his body haue alſo, vvhich are here warring 
vpon the earth : for hee is no accepter of perſons. ef. 10. 
34 35. and Math, 7,7, But worldly courtiers are ſo grati- 
ous with their Kings, that they haue almoſt what they will 
aske, when other lilly ſubicRs and baſe wretches are ſent emp- 
ty away and canobtainelirtle or nothing at all. So that then 
this cumpariſon or limilitude, is faples and not worth aruſh, 
and thereforelet no wile man be moued by ie, 

Hauing thus gone ouer the Appellations, let vs'now (ſtand 8 
little yponthe Exhortations, They arein number two, as I * 
cold you before, The firſt is, «Ariſe, theſecond is,come away. 

Ariſe.) The Church atthis time was in ſome drowlic ſecuri- 

ty 
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ty and much oppretſed with a (pirituall lazinetTe, that made her 
vnwillingto walke 2:ter Chrilt her husband,in the waves of eters 
nall life. Howſoeuer he cameo neere her,asto looke through his 
Golpell vpon her ; yct ſheelare (till, and mouednot ſo much as 
one foot,to come vnto himyſuch trailty and imperfeion was in 
her:Eicher ſhe lay ſnortinginthe pleaſures of this preſent world; 
or ſhee was pretled downe and tired with that heauy burthen of 
originall corruption ſpoken of in Heby.1 2.1, or ſhe was terrificd 
with outward perſecution, and ſo,after the example uf the Apo. 
(Hes, fled as it were,from Chriſt, and hid her (elfe in ſome cabbin 
or hole, not daring to peepe our of the lame. But howſocuer it 
came to palle,wherher this way or that way,it is certaine,that ſhe 
was in ſome fault,and is here called vpon to amend it: for to e<. 
ri/e,is nothing cls, butto leaue lin,and to walke in righteoulnes ; 
as wee may (ee by the Apoltles words, in 2 {or.1 5.3 4.when hee 
ſaith, Awake 1s hue righteonſly, and ſim wot (0 that to liue righte- 
ouſly,and not tolinne any more,isto Awake,orto Are.Here in 
that Chriſt doth thus ſpeake vnto his Church, and will her to a- 
riſe, l mightnote vnto you, firſt, that the beſt of alare molt fraile 
and fall cf imperfeRions: then that they are to be ſtirred vp vn- 
to their duties.and to be wherred on by the words of Exhorta- 
tion : for ſurely they are like vnto greene wood, that mult be al. 
waics blownezvnto dull horſes, that mult be alwaies ſpurd; vnto 
blunt kniues,that mult be alwaies whet;and vnto lame bealts, that 
muſt be alwaics driuen,Buttheſethings I will paile over, and re- 
fer the meditation thereof vnto your l(elues, 
The principall matter that I now will (tand vpon,is this: That 
men mult nor continue in their (linnes, but ariſe from them, and 
leaue them, ,So E/ay doth teach vs, ſaying, 4/6 you naks you 
cleane take away the emill of your works: from before mine eyer, craſe 
to doe emullJearne to doe well, Eſay 1.16.17,S0 Ezzebiel doth teach 
vs, aying, Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſſions, whereby you 
haue tranſqreſſed,and make you a new heart,and a new ſpirit, for w 
will you d1e,0 houſe of Iſrae]? Exzec.18.31, So Dameldoth reac 
vs,laying,/#berefore,O King let my comnſel be acceptable vnto thee, 
and off thy ſin by righteouſner, and thine iniquity by mercy to- 
wards the peore oe tet there be an healing of thine error,Dan,q.1 4, 


So Iobn the Baptiſt doth teach 0 Lhe the gene 


Dot, 
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of beamen uu at hand: O generation of Vigers,who hath farewarned you 
to fiye from the anger to come? bring forth therefore fruits worthy a- 
wendment of life, and thinks not to ſay with your ſelnes,we bane «A 
brabam to our father, Mat.3.2.,78.9.S0 Chriſt doth teach vs, lay- 
ing,B:bold,thou art made whole, fin no more, leſt 4 worſe thing come 
wo thee l1b.g.14. So Peter doth teach vs,laying, «Amend your 
li 1e1,9nd be baptiſed enery one of you tn the name of leſns Chritt, for 
the remiſin of ſins,and ye ſhall receine the gift of the holy Ghoſt, Aft, 
2.38. Soin a word, Pa»w/doth teachvs,ſaying, eArake thow that 
ſlrepeſt,an1 ſtand vp from the drad, and ( hriſt hall gine thee light, 
Epveſ. 5.14. 

The rcaſons why we muſt leaue our (ins, and not continue in 
them,arechiectcly ſoure. Firſt, becauſe they docanger God,u hom 
we ſhould plcaſcin all things, and much offend his Maieſty, When 
Aleſes and +Aavon failcd in their duties,and commireed, in mans 
iudgment,bur a [mal] faule, at the Waters of Afcribah,when they 
did not ſanAtihe the Lord in the preſence of the children of Iſra» 
el,as they ſhould have done;the Lord was ſo offended with them 
for it, that hee would not giue them leaue, and fo let them lueto 
bring their people intorhe land of Canaan, which he had giuen 
vnto them, Namb.2 0, 12. Secondly, becauſe they doe wound our 
ſoules andconſciences, troubling them, as grauell doth our feet 
within our ſhoves;as we may lee by the example of Dawid,com- 
plaining of his miſerable eſtate, inthis regard, inthe beginning 
almoſt of the 32. Plalme, and making his petition vntothe Al- 
mighty for the redrellethereof,in P/a.s 1. 8.when he faith, Aſks 
me 10 heave 1) and (laanes that the bones which thou baſt broken may 
reioxce, And againe,in verl, 12, Reſtore ro me the cy of thy ſaluativn, 
and tabliſh m: with thy free Spuru, Thirdly, becauſethey hinder 
good things from vs, and arcas awall betweene God and vs, to 
ltop his benefits from comming downe vpon vs, E/ey 59. 1. 2. 
Tonr imiq u1:1(laith Jerem, 5.2 5,)haue turned away theſe things, and 
your ſins haue hinired good things from you, Laſtly, becauſe they 
wil bring deflr.Ction to-vsat thelaſt,and calt vs downe into hel; 
vnletle,towit,wedocleauethem intime:for fomuch doth Chriſt 
teach vsin L«k.1 3,3, when helaith, But, except you amend your 
limer,y: ſhall ail lirewr/e por1h i (odoth the Apoltle Saint Paw in 
Kom.$,13.in thele words, For if yee line afier the fleſs, yee ſhall die, 
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but if ye mornjie the deeds of the body by the ſpirit, yee ſhall line, 

This ferues firlt roreproue them, who continue (Hill in their 
fins,and by no mcans will leaue their tran{grefſions:of them the 
world is too full ; wee inde by experience that nothing can re- 
claime the greater ſort from their looſe and licentious waycs, 
ehicfly in this braſenand iron age wherin we live : for neither the 
Preachers of God in exhorting,nor the govdnes of God in cal- 
ling,northe will of God in commanding. nor the Spirit of God 
in mouing,nor the benefits of God in ble(ling,nor the rdgnents 
of God in puniſhing.can prevaile with many ofvsto eurne vs to 
the Lord,or cauſe vs roariſeour of the warme bed of our carnall 
delights, So thatthe Lord may iultly make his complaint of vs, 
as he did of I{racl, ſaying, / harkened and heard, but none [pals a> 
right no man repented bum of his mic keranes ſaying what hane 1 done? 
emery man twrued to their race,as the horſe ruſheth mto the battel/, 

This (erues ſ{ccondly,to comfortſuch, as haue forſaken their 
ſins and haue calt away their iniquities : though the world doth 
{corne thern, becauſe they will not runne totheſame excelle of 
riot with them, as they did heretofore : yer here is a comfort 
for them ; they doe but their dutic, and that which the (corners 
themſclucs ought ro doe, 

This ſerues thirdly, to ſtirrevs and to roule vs vpout of the 
bed of our ſecurity. We muſt not lie (till inthe ſame, like the ſlugs 
gard,who is vnwilling to ariſe out of his ſleepe,faying, yer « {urle 
ſfleepe,a lutle flumaber,a luile foldmy of the hands tegether, Prov, 6, 
10, But we mult leaue our (ins with ſpeed, and forſake them. And 
theretore, my brethren,conlider with your (elues,in what linnes 
you are alleepe; w herher it be inthe lin of ignorance, or in the 
fin of infidclity,or in che lin of pride,or in the linne of couctoul- 
nes,or in the lin af drunkennes, or in the fin of whoredome, or 
inthe (m of ſwearing. or in the lin of lying, or in the lin of idlee 
necs,or in the(in of malice,orin one werd,in the linof any breach 
of Gods Commandements;whatſoecuer it be forſake it and leaue 
it, I come now, as a Nathan to Danid, to requeſt this at your 
hands,and as a /o»ab to Niniuch,to proclaime warre againſt you, 
vnletle you doe ir. Oh, remember (1 beſcech you) the reaſons 
before going and let chem linke into your hearts for your good. 
Ariſe f(t, and Jean1e all your (ins, that you may not anger your 
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Godany further, bue bring good cuntentment vnto him in all 
your waics,as the chuldren of the living God ought to doe. Bur 
if you care not for Gods diſplealure, yet ariſe in the ſecond place 
and lcauc all your ſins,that you may not wound your owne con» 
ſciences, and be, as it were, hangmen vnto your ſelues, to tcare 
yuur owne fleſh with your owne nailes,but that you may reioyce 
and be glad all the daycs of yourliues. But if your conſciences be 
dead, and 8s it were ſcared with an hot iron to feele nothing, fo 
thatnoſin Jothtroublcit : yet atiſe inthe third place, and leave 
all your l1ns, that you may not _ your owne perſons, 
and bring your (clucs and your polterity tomeere beggery,cſpe- 
cially in regard of the ſoule and the good cltaterhercof, but that 
you may recciue plentifull bleſlings from the Lord, and bela- 
den with his benctits both temporall and eternall, appertainin 

cithcr to ſoule or body, 

Butiflaſtly, you care not much for the bleſſings and benefits 
of God, as hauing enough alrcady, andthinking your {clucs ſuf- 
ficiently happy without him, yet ariſe and leaueall your (ins, that 
you may not be damned in hell for euer,and there lie tormented 
in flames of fire that cannot be quenched, butthat you may be 
ſaued, and come to life euerlaſting, where you may reioyce in 
ioyesthat are vn{peakeable. I hope, thattheſe things will awa- 
kcnyou, and bring you home vnto your God ; and ſo 1 come 
vnto the laſt branch of my T ext, which is, Come . 

Come away.) Becaulcit is better to lie ſtill, then to ariſe and 
goe allray : our Saviour ſhewing vs how-wee ſhould moue, bid- 
dceth vs not onely to ariſc, but addeth further,that we muſt come 
away, 10 1t, after him, leaving this world, and all the things 
therein behindevs, As the firſt Exhortation was needfull, fo is 
this latter: For the Church was now ynwilling to ſtirre after 
Chriſt, Inthis caſe ſhe was like alilly woman, whoin the Winter 
would faineliue at home, and in no caſe take aiourney abroad, 
as knowing that time of the yeare to be vnlcaſonable for her tra- 
velling : and that, firſt, becauſe the dayes are ſhort : ſecondly, 
becaulethe aire iscold : thirdly, becauſe the waycs are foule : 
fourthly, becauſe the Element is watric and full of raine : fiftly, 
becauſe the proſpeR of the country is dolcful:and laſtly,becauſe 
the danger for hcr budy and goods is great, The wards follow- 


ing 
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ingdoe ſhew that this was her eſtate, wherein Chriſt doth tell 


her, that the Winter was nuw paſt, and the Spring come, and 
therefore ſhe was to Ariſe and to come away, 

Wherefore, from hencelet vs colle this Doftrine, that it is 
the part of all good Chriſtians, to leaue this world, and to goe 
after Chriſt. The Church doth promiſe to doe the ſame, Draw 
we, faith ſhe, and we willrunne after thee, Cant. 1,3, The Apo- 


DoF, 


ſitlesin aR and deed did performe the like, They left all, and fol- - 


lowed Chrift, Muth.19.27. Thelame is reported of the ſhee 
of Chriſt: TAfy arepe ((aith our Sauiour) hrare my voice, and 1 
know them, and they follow me, 1ob,10,27, Wefinde allo the like 
inthat hundreth fortie and foure thouſand, chat ſtood with the 
Lambe on Mount Sion,and had his Fathers name written in their 
forcheads : for this commendation is giuen of therng Theſe are 
they, which are not defiled with women, for they are Virgins ; theſe 
follew the Lambe whitherſocner he goeth : theſe are bowght from 
men, being the firit ſraits vnto God, and to the Lambe, Reng14.4, 
Thus yuu ſee how we ſhould goe after Chriſt, and bewell con» 
tent to leaucall the world, to follow him, 

The reaſons co moue vs herevntoare theſe, Firſt, becauſe he 
is our husband,and we arc his wite. Ephe/.5.26, For the wife mult 
folluw her husband, and forſaking all other friends mult cleaue 
onely vnto him. Gen, 2, 25. Secondly, becauſe he will then take 
a great delight in vs, and fatisfie himfelfe in our loue, according 
to that which is in P/a/.45. I 1.12. where it is ſaid, Hearken (0 
daughter ) and conſider, & encline thine eave : forget alſo thine owne 
people > thy fathers houſe, So ſhal the King bawe pleaſure in thy bew« 
tie ; for hee is thy Lord, and reverence then kizs, Thirdly, becauſe 
weeare deadto the world, anda liue in him. C4, 3,3. 4. Laſtly, 
becaulehe will liberally reward all ſuch as doe come after him. 
Ueri.y (faith he) 1 ſay vmto you ; that when the ſanne of man ſpall ſit 
im the thr one of bls Maicitie, ye which followed me in the regener at- 
on, ſhall ſit al/o vpon twelue thrones, and indge the twelne _ 8/0 
racl, « And winſoener ſhall forſake bonuſes, cr brathren, or ſiſters, cr 

father, or m»ther, or wife, or children, or lands, for my names ſake, 
be ſha'lrecrive an bundred-fold move, and ſhall inheru exerlaſting life, 

This reproues thoſe, thar care not for Chriſt , but followes 
this world alrogither.Whatſocuer they be,whcther rich or poor, 
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high or low, wiſe or vnwile, bond or free, wale or female, cer» 
taine it is, that they are none of Chriſts, Hee will diſclaime them, 
and not approue them forhis owne, f any #ias((lairh he)come ro 
mee, and bate mot his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and ſiſters : yra, and his owne life a.ſo, he cannot be my iſ 
ciple, And whoſoener beaveth not big croſſe, and commu th after mec, 
cannot be my Diſciple, Lack. 14. 26, 27, wherefore let this worke 
repentance in the harts of worldly men, and turne them to the 
loving Lord. 

As this doth ſerue to reproue all ſuch as preferre rhe world 
before Chriſt : ſo it may (erueallo to provoke vs all, to preferre 
Chriſt before the world, Surely it ſhould moue vs, ro ſer him 
ſtill before vs, and pricke vs forward to goe after him : if a man 
were in a farre country farre from his friends and neereſt kins» 
folkes, though his eyes did behold the faireſt piures, kis cares 
heare the ſweeteſt mulicke, his mouth taſt the daintieſt meare, 
his body lic vpon the ſofteſt bed, and all his ſenſes compatled 
about with the rareſt obicRts of tenne thouſand: yet would his 
heart be at home, vnlelle hee were bewitched, as the poets fatne 
of Uiifſes, whom the cupsof Circe did make to forger his natiue 
country and fatthfnll wife. So, cuen fo; vnlefſe we be inchanted 
with the witchcraft of the deuill, all the traſh and pelfe of this 
world cannot hold vs here below,but our harrs will mount vp+ 
ward, and be fixed vpon our Bride-grome, in whoſe preſence is 
the fulneſſeof ioy,and atwhoſe right hand are pleaſures ſor cuer- 
more : and all our trauell will eſpecially tend to attaine vnto our 
country in the heatiens, and to ccleſtiall Teruſalem that is ahouc- 
For wee are here as ſtrangers and pilgrimes vpon the carth. 1 
Pet, 2.11. and our m\eTtug, or corporation, whereof wee are 
members, isinthe heauen,Pki/, 3, 20. Surely our earthly, houſes 
arenot xeTotKia, but Tagoixuce, thatis, rather an Inne to lodge in, 
then a permanent manlion to abide in. 2 Cor, 5. 1, wheretore, 1 
pray you, ler vs cucrmoreſet our hearts vpon Chrilt, and follow 

im. Itisrecordedin the greekeand Romaine ſtories, that Hyp- 


ficratea did lo excedingly loue her husband Crbridates K ng of 


Pontus, that when hee was put to flight, and enforced to wander 
vpand downerthe woodes and dcſerts toſauc his life, ſhe atiyred 
:n mans apparrell did follow him eucry way through thici.c and 

thine: 
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thinne, repunng ber kingdame, her'wealch, hir: country, and 
her happinetle to. be therewhere her hushand was:! So after the 
ſame manner,if webe (o faithfully atteed to our molt fweer and 
loning husband in the heauensy, we muſt not letele vporrour lees, 
nor (et-our affetans on things that are. below, bue follow on 
hard, though-it be thruugh the rborny path of perſecution, of 
the (trait way, that hee is gone before vs : wee mult count all 
things bur dunge anddroile intefpe of him. Pbil, 7, 8, 

It any man would here know. howwee mult goe after Chriſt, Obi:fion, 
theanſwereis,thar we mult docit, het, bycontemplation:{coond- eLe/were, 
[y,by delideration: chirdly,bytletermination : tourthly,by con- 
uerſation or imitation, By contemplation. wee eucrmorethink- 
ing of him, and hauing uur thoughts in heauen, where hee is. 2 
(or. 4. 18 By delideration, wee eucrmore defiring to be in his 
preſence, and to haue a fellowfhipanitty him in ioyes valpeake- 
able. Col, p. x. Phil, 1.2 3. 2 Cor, 5.8. By determination, we euer- 
morercſoluing with our (clues, tocleaue continually to him,and 
torepure all things but traſhin reſpeR of him, 4, 11. 23. Phil. 
3-8, Rew. 12, 11, By converſation, or imitation, wee euermore 
labouring todoe as he hath dang, atld to walke in ſuch [teps, as 
hee is gone before vs. Epheſ.5.2,/10b.13.15. Math,11.29, Oh 
my brethren, (triue and contend to follow Chriſt after theſe 
ways, if there be any thing, that will hinder you from the ſame, 
caltit away. Heb, 1 2. 1. Beit thatthe right hand, orthe right eye 
ſhould cauſe youto oftend herein,yet ſparethem not.cut off the 
one, and pull out the other. Aſfath. 18, 8. g. There are many 
Lords, doubtletle, (triving for vs. The world with her plcaſurcs 
allures many to follow her, but pretend what ſhe will, in truth her 
word is D:cipi.m, I will decciue you, The ficlh would haus man 
a ſeruanttc her luſts, ſhee wants not her baites wherewith to be- 
guile him, butin truth her word is /aficiams, I will infet youu, Sa- 
tan, ſtrongeſt of the three, pſurpes ſuperiority over man, h«c 
craues that man ſhould fall downe, and vvorſhip him, he vvants 
not promiſes enough, faire in ſhew, but intruth his word is /»t:r= 
ficiam, I will deltroy you, Iclus Chrilt our lawfull Lord hee allo 
calls vpon vs, and exhorts vs foſerue him, he hath liteinthe one 
hand, durable riches and honour in the other, and in truth his 
word is Keficiam, I will refreſh your 
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The ſecond Sermon 


Now in this ſtrife to vvhom ſhall vvce yeeld our (clues, but 
vnto him, vyvho crics Reficiam ? Letystherefore doe as vve are 
here vvilled for to doe Fa come away : and then'doubtlelle vvce 
ſhall vvant nothing. Habent exim omnia, qui habemt Chriſtuns 
habentem omniat: For they haue all vvho doe enioy Chrilt the 
Lord of all. 'Andſo I end,and commend youto God,andto the 

.yyord of his grace, vvhich is ableto build further andto giue 
you aninheritance among all them which are ſanRified, 
To thevvhich inheritance the Lord bring vs all 
for his ſonnes ſake, to vvhom vvith the fa= 
ther and the holy Ghoſt, onecternall 
God, and three diltin& perſons, 
beall honour,and glory aſcri- 

.bed both novy and eucr= 

more, «Amen, ' 
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